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Background 

Memorandum  of  Understanding 
Entered into between BIADOT and the National Tribal Geographic 

Information Support Center 
 

• Conversations started around 2010 

• Draft MOU presented to BIA for review in 2012 

• Finalized – October 9, 2014 

 

Mutual  Interest  and  Benefits 

• Both Parties consider the increased use of GIS by 

Tribal transportation departments as a best practice 

which would improve the overall management of 

transportation programs, assets, and facilities on 

federal trust lands and Tribal lands, as well as other 

TTP facilities serving Indian Communities.  



“Alpha Pilot Project” 

Objectives:  

• Gather available data under a singular POC and create 

a “working environment” for pilot project purposes 

• Establish criteria or standards that are compatible with 

new version of RIFDS 

• Begin the preparation of “preliminary atlas maps” 

• Determine short and long term use of spatial 

environment and application towards transportation 

programs. 

• i.e.Road Maintenance and asset management 

programs 



“Alpha Pilot Project” 

• Call for data closed 1/9/2015 

• Submittals were received from 9 tribes 
• Bad River – Wisconsin 

• Chickaloon – Alaska 

• Chickasaw – Oklahoma 

• Fort Belknap – Montana 

• Navajo – Arizona, New Mexico, Utah 

• Petersburg Indian Community- Alaska 

• Seneca Tribe – New York 

• Wind River – Wyoming 

• Yurok - California 

• Initial comparison of data to establish in common 

attributes. 

• Begin to draft standardized data schema (structure) 

document and template geo-database 



Live look at the submitted data, draft fields and documentation 



Next Steps 

• Complete draft standardized data schema document 

• Send draft document out for comment 

• Review and incorporate comments 

• Release standardized data schema & documentation 

 

• Develop guidance documents and or instruction videos 

on how to crosswalk existing data into the new standard 

• Open “Beta” pilot project where Tribes submit actual 

centerline data in the new standard format which will be 

aggregated into a national dataset. 

 

• Meet with BIA leadership to determine next steps 



Long Range Goals 
NTGISC Transportation Workgroup 

• Develop full Tribal Transportation GIS Data model 

• Develop Training specifically for Tribal 

Transportation staff 

• Advocate for the integration of a GIS upload into 

RIFDS and or other asset management systems to 

streamline data flows (once pilot projects conclude) 

Image source: NCHRP 8-87 

Implementing GIS for Transportation Asset Management 
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Implementing GIS for Transportation Asset Management 





 

 


