Fort Pulaski National Monument National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Environmental Assessment for the Fort Pulaski Bridge
Public Comment Period Open Through April 2, 2015

The National Park Service, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), has prepared an Environ-
mental Assessment for the repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski Bridge, Savannah, Georgia. The Fort Pulaski

Bridge provides access to Fort Pulaski from U.S. Highway 80 and crosses the South Channel of the Savannah River. The
bridge was built in 1938, and has been rehabilitated several times. The timber piles have deteriorated, and the bridge

does not meet current safety standards. The Environmental Assessment analyzes a range of bridge repair and replace-
ment alternatives.
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Fort Pulaski National Monument National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Why is this project needed?

The Fort Pulaski Bridge was constructed in
1938. Although several repair projects have
been completed to extend the life of the
bridge, it continues to deteriorate. The
bridge is structurally deficient and must be
repaired or replaced in order to continue to
provide safe vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian
access to Fort Pulaski.

Why is there a new EA for this project?

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared by the National Park Service (NPS) and Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) for the repair and/or replacement of the Fort Pulaski Bridge in January 2013. In the January 2013 EA, several re-
habilitation and replacement alternatives were analyzed, and Alternative D, rehabilitation of the existing bridge, was
identified as the Preferred Alternative. Further review of the cost estimates of the proposed alternatives and investiga-
tion of the use of alternative bridge types changed the analysis regarding whether replacement of the existing bridge on
a new alignment was cost-prohibitive. This EA was prepared to provide the updated analysis regarding the reasonable
and feasible alternatives and their impacts and reevaluate alternatives that were previously determined to be unreasona-
ble due to cost.

What is the preferred alternative?
Alternative H, Replace on a New Alignment with a Two-Lane

Bridge, is the NPS Preferred Alternative. Under this alternative a
new two-lane bridge would be built upstream of the existing
bridge. The bridge would have two 11-foot wide travel lanes and
® a five foot shoulder on one side. Alternative H would provide
long-term, safe, multi-modal access to the Fort Pulaski National
Monument while minimizing and mitigating impacts to natural
cultural, and aesthetic resources.

What impacts will result from building the preferred alternative?

Some of the impacts of building the new bridge under the Preferred Alternative would occur only during construction,
while other impacts are more long-term in nature. During construction, species of special concern, wildlife, floodplains
and wetlands would be impacted during pile driving activities and filling of tidal marsh; however, measures would be
taken to minimize those impacts. Also, visitors may be inconvenienced during construction while single lane closures are
needed during pile driving activities. Long-term impacts of the Preferred Alternative would be both adverse and benefi-
cial. Construction of a new bridge and removal of the existing bridge would adversely impact the cultural landscape, but
would have beneficial impacts to visitor use and experience, park operations and health and safety. The new bridge
would be built to current standards with wider travel lanes, higher railing, and a shoulder that would allow pedestrian
and bicycle use. The EA presents a full analysis of the impacts associated with all of the alternatives carried forward for
consideration.

How do | provide comments? x
Written comments may be submitted by mail and through the park’s Plan-

ning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) website at http:/ . ‘ =
parkplanning.nps.gov/fopu. Click on the “Fort Pulaski Bridge” link to view s :
the EA documents. Comments can also be mailed to: Superintendent, Fort
Pulaski National Monument, P.O. Box 30757, Savannah, GA 31410-0757. To |
ensure that your comments are included in the process, all comments must =
be entered or postmarked by April 2, 2015. '
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