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One: Introduction

New South Associates completed this study to fulfill part of the Programmatic Agreement Regarding 

the Construction of Route 1 Improvements Project.  In Fairfax County, Virginia, a 3.4-mile section of 

U.S. Route 1/Richmond Highway between Telegraph Road (Route 611) and Mount Vernon Memorial 

Highway (Route 235) will be widened and partially realigned by the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA), Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division, in cooperation with Fairfax County, U.S. Army 

Garrison Fort Belvoir, and the Virginia Department of Transportation.  The realigned roadway section 

will traverse a parcel owned by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, on which the historic Otis 

Tufton Mason House is currently sited (Figure 1).  The realignment will result in the relocation of the Otis 

Tufton Mason House to a new and permanent site.

Though now called the Otis Tufton Mason House, the central and most historic section of this building 

is believed to have been constructed circa 1854, prior to ownership by Otis T. Mason, pioneer of 

anthropology and District of Columbia resident.  Following two major additions, Mason’s weekend 

retreat reached its current L shape around 1880.  Located near his parents’ high-style mansion at 

NAD 83, UTM Zone 18N.  Source: ESRI World Imagery

Existing U.S. Route 1 

Woodlawn Mansion

$
0 500250 Feet

0 10050 Meters

Proposed Realignment of U.S. Route 1
Proposed Right-of-Way of U.S. Route 1

Otis Tufton Mason House

Figure 1. Project Location Map NAD 83, UTM Zone 18N.  Source: ESRI World Imagery
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Woodlawn, Mason’s modest house is comparatively simple in type and design.  The house is nonetheless 

important to the historic fabric of the area, as it continues to convey the feeling of a nineteenth-century 

rural vernacular home.  

While no relocation site has been selected yet, the house, located south of what is now U.S. Route 

1, may be moved to the north side of realigned U.S. Route 1.  When a permanent site is selected for 

the house, it will be placed in a reconstructed, historically accurate setting, where historic feeling and 

associations will remain intact.  Additionally, site improvements such as access and a parking area will 

be developed at the selected site.

This study provides a record of significant architectural features of the Otis Tufton Mason House 

and documents the history of the building and its added and removed architectural features.  It also 

identifies and records features for documentation for removal and reconstruction, including the cellar, 

foundation, and chimneys, as well as describes significant architectural features of the building using 

both written and photographic descriptions.  

Information for this study was not only gathered while on site at the Otis Tufton Mason House but 

was also obtained during visits to area repositories.  Research was conducted at the Virginia Room 

of the Fairfax County Public Library in Alexandria, Virginia, the offices of the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation in Washington, D.C., and at the archives in the Woodlawn Mansion.  The notes, 

photographs, and drawings of Laura Walker, located at both the archives at Woodlawn Mansion and 

at the National Trust offices, were of particular importance in describing the major restoration project 

that took place at the Otis Tufton Mason House between 1974 and 1976.  At times, Walker described 

mid-twentieth-century photography when referencing changes to the house.  Though Walker mentions 

that such photographs were obtained from the National Trust, no such images were located during the 

current study. 

This report is divided into sections and includes a timeline outlining the building’s ownership and 

development, which follows this introduction.   An account of the evolution of the building, including 

written and illustrative information concerning historic and non-historic alterations and additions, 

follows an historical context.  A written and photographic description of the building’s setting and 

landscape and current architectural elements is next, beginning with a discussion of character-

defining features.  Descriptions of the exterior and interior architectural elements are presented next.  

An assessment of existing conditions follows and conclusions are presented in the final chapter.  , 

Reproduced documentation from previous major restoration and repair projects can be found in the 

appendices, located at the end of the document after the References Cited.
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1799	 General George Washington gives Eleanor (Nelly) 

Custis and Lawrence Lewis nearly 2,000 acres, which 

include a hilltop personally selected by Washington as 

the site of their future home, Woodlawn Mansion.

1820	 The Lewises grant Woodlawn to their son, Lorenzo, but 

remain primary residents of Woodlawn Mansion.

1846	 Lorenzo Lewis enters into an agreement with New 

Jersey and Pennsylvania Quakers to sell Woodlawn. 

1847	 Lorenzo Lewis dies before the sale of Woodlawn is 

finalized.

1848	 Jacob Troth, Chalkley Gillingham, Lucas Gillingham, and 

Paul Hillman Troth, all Quakers from Camden County, 

New Jersey and Philadelphia, finalize the purchase of 

Woodlawn.

1850	 John Mason purchases Woodlawn Mansion and 

surrounding acreage from the Quaker settlers.

1854	 Approximate date of construction for the earliest 

building phase of the Otis Tufton Mason House.

1865	 Otis Mason purchases 63 acres of the Woodlawn 

tract, on which the circa 1854 building stands, from his 

parents, John and Rachel Mason.

1872	 Otis T. and Sarah Mason sell a two-acre parcel of their 

existing tract to trustees assembled for the purposes 

of constructing Woodlawn Baptist Church.

Two: Timeline of Ownership and Development

Eleanor Custis Lewis

Source: Library of Congress

Chalkley Gillingham

Source: Library of Congress

Captain John Mason and his Wife, 
Rachel Lincoln

Source: The Alexandria Gazette,                 
February 28, 1970
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1873	 Approximate date of construction for the second 

building phase of the Otis Tufton Mason House.

1879	 “Otis Mason” first demarcated on Griffith 

Morgan Hopkins, Jr.’s map of the Mt. Vernon 

District.

1880	 Approximate date of construction for the third 

and final building phase of the Otis Tufton Mason 

House.

1902	 Otis Mason sells his 61 acres to Paul Kester, who 

previously purchased the Woodlawn Mansion 

tract.

1905	 Paul Kester sells the whole of his Woodlawn 

acreage, including the Otis Tufton Mason House, 

to Elizabeth Sharpe.

1925	 Senator Oscar W. and Bertha W. Underwood 

purchase Sharpe’s Woodlawn acreage following 

her death in 1924.

1948	 Bertha Underwood dies, and Woodlawn Public 

Foundation, Inc. purchases the tract for the 

purposes of preserving the Woodlawn Mansion.

1951	 National Trust for Historic Preservation begins 

leasing the entire Woodlawn acreage.

1957	 National Trust for Historic Preservation purchases 

the Woodlawn tracts.

Otis Tufton Mason

Source:The Popular Science Monthly, 
January 1909

Mr. and Mrs. Underwood

Source: Library of Congress

National Trust

Source: Library of Congress
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Three: Historical Context

First constructed circa 1854, the building now known as the Otis Tufton Mason House was built in three 

phases.  It is believed that Otis Tufton Mason first enlarged the house circa 1873, while an additional 

wing was attached to the residence circa 1880.  The following context draws on the previous work 

of historians such as Susan Hellman, Tony P. Wrenn, Martha Claire Catlin, and Brad Botwick, whose 

writings and notes on the house provide a framework from which to draw for the current study (see 

Catlin 2009; Hellman 2013; Patch et al. 2013; Wrenn 1972).  

Unfortunately, deed, census, and tax data associated with the Otis Tufton Mason House do not give 

a clear description of the building’s history of ownership or of its dates of construction.  However, 

such primary resources do relay a history of land ownership and actions in the vicinity that help form a 

context to which the house is related.

FAIRFAX COUNTY HISTORY

The Otis Tufton Mason House sits south of U.S. Route 1 near the head of Dogue Creek, a short 

tidal embayment of the Potomac River.  This location is in southeastern Fairfax County near the 

Potomac River.  The Potomac forms the northern boundary of the Northern Neck of Virginia, with the 

Rappahannock River being the southern boundary.  

The Northern Neck, containing roughly 5,000,000 acres, was originally held as a proprietary by a 

group of six Englishmen who received a grant to the territory in 1649 as a reward for their support of 

King Charles II during his exile.  Eventually, in 1692, the Fairfax family obtained control of the entire 

proprietary, in part though marriages to the Culpepers.  Thomas, Lord Fairfax, appointed Robert Carter 

his agent in 1702 and charged him with placing tenants on the Northern Neck for nominal quitrents 

(Bryant and Sperling 2007:14; Cooke et al. 2001:11).

The Virginia Assembly originally included the entire Northern Neck in a single large county called 

Northumberland.  As population expanded, requiring smaller divisions with separate courthouses, 

Northumberland was divided up, the majority of its northern portion becoming Westmoreland County 

in 1653.  Stafford County was carved from the northern part of Westmoreland in 1664.  Over the next 

60 years, population grew enough to require the division of additional counties.  In 1730, the Assembly 

created Hamilton Parish in the northern part of Stafford County and, using the parish boundaries, 

established Prince William County in 1731.  The following year, the Assembly separated the northern 

part of Hamilton Parish to form Truro Parish, which became Fairfax County in 1742 (Netherton et al. 

1978; Figure 2).  
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Settlement was slow in the Northern Neck and only began in earnest during the first part of the 

eighteenth century.  Treaties with the local indigenous tribes restricted early settlement along 

the Potomac Valley.  A 1648 treaty, however, opened the region beyond the James River Valley for 

colonization.  Initial settlement (by Europeans) was sparse, and much of the initial landholding involved 

speculation rather than actual settlement.  Nevertheless, people moved into the area and by the time 

Fairfax County was established, it contained three Anglican churches, tobacco warehouses, small farms, 

and large plantations.  In the northern part of the county, the settlement on Great Hunting Creek, later 

Alexandria, contained the houses of factors for Scottish merchants.  The county economy was based 

on tobacco produced by slaves and tenant farmers (Netherton et al. 1978:11).

Figure 2. Detail of the 1755 Dressée sur la Grande Carte Angloise de Mrs. Josué Fry et Pierre Jefferson by 
Robert de Vaugondy, Washington’s Mt. Vernon Estate Denoted between Little Hunting and Dogue Creeks

Source: University of Virginia Library
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Tobacco emerged as the dominant staple of the Chesapeake region over the course of the colonial 

period, and it had profound influences on aspects of the economy, settlement, and society.  The crop 

was the chief export of the region and sometimes served as a medium of exchange. The search for fresh 

land instigated European expansion up the Potomac Valley and contributed to the sparse settlement 

pattern because the tobacco cultivation required the accumulation of large land holdings so that new 

fields could be continuously opened (Carr 1987:5-6).  After the initial tenants, who were placed there to 

secure patents, wealthy tobacco planters came to dominate the county, bringing with them slaves and 

indentured servants (Cooke et al. 2001:11; Meinig 1986:149; Netherton et al. 1978:22).  

Life during the first years of settlement was difficult and characterized by harsh and rudimentary 

conditions.  Documentary and archaeological evidence indicate early dwellings were small and 

insubstantial earthfast structures.  These rough shelters housed settlers of all economic and social ranks.  

Larger, more durable and elaborate structures did not appear until well into the eighteenth century 

(Carr 1987; Wells 1987).  Material culture was also basic and crude, with the belongings of even the 

wealthiest Chesapeake residents being only as good as those owned by the lowest economic groups 

in England (Horn 1988).  To sailors and new arrivals, the occupants of the region looked like Englishmen 

living in “dangerous and squalid exile” (Meinig 1986:150).  As people adapted to conditions, though, 

greater economic and social stability emerged.  These led to higher standards of living and increased 

social stratification.  By the late seventeenth century, refined lifestyles (for some residents) based on 

land wealth, tobacco production, and slave labor had started to materialize (Carr 1987:21; Pogue 1993).

By 1780, dispersed large estates and small farms typified the landscape and the general character of 

the region was rural.  Trade was conducted through hundreds of collections points consisting of private 

landings or storehouses that served local areas (Meinig 1986:154-156).  Regional market towns or focal 

points were rare and local capitals were busy only during political seasons.  County seats, for example, 

often consisted of a court building with a few related structures sitting alone at a crossroads.  These 

locations only became busy when court was in session, times that were occasionally combined with 

markets or special social events (Netherton and Waldeck 1977:1).

Except for river travel, transportation was primitive through this era.  Roads were underdeveloped, 

although Fairfax County residents did not require many because of the access to water transportation.  

As settlement spread inland, however, the road network developed, with roads extending from river 

landings and connecting churches and courthouses.  As networks developed further, the roads often 

followed old Indian paths, animal trails, or other paths with less resistance, such as natural ridge crests.  

One of these, the Potomac Path, began as an Indian trail along the natural ridge between the Potomac 

and Rappahannock rivers.  A branch of this road that ran closer to the Potomac to serve the plantations 

here later became the Potomac Path and was ultimately incorporated into U.S. Route 1 (Frisbee 1969:1; 

Netherton et al. 1978:20).  In 1773, the road became an official postal route and its name changed to 

King’s Highway.  The road gained prominence during the American Revolution as a major route for 

American and French forces heading south toward Yorktown (Cooke et al. 2001:12).  
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Another outcome of the Revolution was the change in land ownership.  Residents of Virginia were 

considered to be British subjects, and therefore enemy aliens, had their personal property, including 

slaves, confiscated beginning in 1777.  Land in the Northern Neck belonging to Fairfax family heirs was 

taken and given to American citizens in possession of it upon obtaining a certificate from the Governor, 

completing a Northern Neck survey, and paying a small fee (Bryant and Sperling 2007:15).

In the last quarter of the eighteenth century, the county’s economy began to transition from tobacco 

to wheat, rye, corn, and related processing activities (i.e., milling).  This switch was a consequence 

of the tobacco fields becoming exhausted and increased duties on tobacco, with a simultaneous 

increase in the demand for wheat in England (Bryant and Sperling 2007:15).  Market demand caused 

the Chesapeake to emerge as the preeminent wheat producer in the country during the first part of 

the nineteenth century and contributed to the growth of the port of Alexandria at this time (Cooke 

et al. 2001:13).  Outmoded farming methods combined with general depletion of the soils led to an 

economic depression in the county during the early 1800s, however, and damage to Alexandria during 

the War of 1812 exacerbated the situation.  Many northern Virginia residents migrated westward, leaving 

their farms to go fallow.  An outcome of the sagging economy was an influx of northern farmers into 

northeastern Virginia who took over abandoned farms and introduced new agricultural practices, such 

as resting the soil, crop rotation, and deep plowing (Bryant and Sperling 2007:17; Cooke et al. 2001:14).  

WOODLAWN QUAKERS AND GROWTH

The land on which the Otis Tufton Mason House is sited was part of one such area, having been 

redeveloped up by a partnership of Quaker lumbermen from Philadelphia and neighboring New 

Jersey who later subdivided portions of it into farms of between about 50 and 200 acres and sold 

them to fellow Friends (name Quaker use for themselves) from the northeast.  This practice gave rise 

to a community of Quakers and the establishment of the Woodlawn Friends Meetinghouse around 

1853 (Frisbee 1969:1; Muir 1943).  The town of Accotink, situated on King’s Highway at the ford of 

Accotink Creek (southwest of Woodlawn Baptist Church Cemetery), became the business center for 

this community.  The town served as a post village and had an official post office by 1853.  The arrival of 

the Friends to the area led to improvements being made to the old gristmill as well as the addition of 

a sawmill, stores, a blacksmith shop, and a carriage maker (Muir 1943:84-85).

After struggling through economic hardships early in the century, the county experienced an upswing 

in the late antebellum period along with rising population rates.  Commercial fertilizers, growing 

urban markets, transportation upgrades, and agricultural diversification contributed to the improved 

circumstances (Cooke et al. 2001:15; Lowery 1973; Netherton et al. 1978; Rubin 1984:121).  The region’s 

society at this time was highly stratified on the basis of wealth, ethnicity, gender, and legal status (King 

1994:238).  



Otis Tufton Mason House: Context and Assessment 

Th
re

e:
 H

is
to

ric
al

 C
on

te
xt

9

The Quaker settlement was an exception, however.  In addition to acquiring timber, the Troth-Gillingham 

Company had an interest in demonstrating to the local aristocracy the workability of farming the land 

with free labor.  Land sales were thus made not only to northeastern Quakers, but also to local families, 

including former slaves and other abolitionists, such as a Baptist from New England named John 

Mason, who acquired Woodlawn Mansion and 546.3 acres of land from Paul Hillman and Hannah Maria 

Troth in 1850 (Frisbee 1969:4; Tuminaro 1998:21).

On March 11, 1856, enterprising interested parties, including several Quakers, founded the Alexandria, 

Mt. Vernon, and Accotink Turnpike Company and began construction on the road the following 

year (Figure 3).  The current alignment of modern U.S. Route 1 follows roughly the same path as 

this nineteenth-century road.  The founding of the turnpike not only provided a better link between 

Woodlawn and Accotink Road near the Quaker Meetinghouse and other operations throughout the 

vicinity, but it also brought together slave-holding Virginians such as Mount Vernon heir, John Augustine 

Washington, and free-labor advocates like Chalkley Gillingham and Paul Hillman Troth for what was a 

major transportation project for the area (Catlin 2011:7; State of Virginia 1856:122).

Figure 3. Detail Showing Location of Mount Vernon of the 1859 Map of George Washington’s Land 
at Mount Vernon, Fairfax Coy, Virginia. As it was & As it is. Laid Down from Old Maps made by G. 
Washington and from Actual Surveys by W. Gillingham

Source: Library of Congress
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Such solidarity concerning contemporary issues of the 

day would not last long.  Because the population of the 

area was primarily composed of northerners, many of who 

were Quakers, the Accotink district was overwhelmingly 

opposed to the Ordinance of Secession of 1861.  When 

war began, many Union sympathizers evacuated.  Those 

who remained faced various hardships.  Paul Hillman 

Troth, one of the original members of the northern 

Quakers to arrive and buy land, was taken prisoner 

and sent to Richmond (Frisbee 1969:5).  Although 

the only major fighting in Fairfax County were the two 

Battles of Manassas, the overall region was the scene 

of considerable disruption from both sides during the 

war.  After First Manassas, Confederate forces occupied 

various parts of the county, including the area around 

Accotink where forward troops were placed in defense of 

the main army in Manassas (Figure 4).  

In late 1861 and early 1862, Union troops were camped in the vicinity and used the Quaker Meetinghouse 

as a headquarters.  Carved graffiti by Union soldiers remains intact to date on the Meetinghouse façade. 

Chalkley Gillingham, another of the first Quaker settlers, “entertained” three Union officers and two 

privates for dinner at his farm near Mount Vernon on New Year’s Day, 1862.  He reported 15,000 Union 

infantry and cavalry camped within four miles of the farm and complained about the damage and mess 

they created at the Friends’ meetinghouse, which they converted into their headquarters.  Because of 

the proximity of the forces, there were frequent clashes in the county, and much of the military activity 

during the first years of the war involved troop movements, skirmishes, raids, and ambushes.  In 1863 

and 1864, operations turned mostly to guerrilla warfare as Confederate forces engaged in hit and run 

attacks on Union supply and communication lines.  Mosby’s Virginia Rangers were the most well-known 

and successful of these groups (Mauro 2006:62-63).

The war ended Virginia’s economic recovery and overturned established social hierarchies.  Fairfax 

County residents turned back to agriculture, producing dairy products, livestock, poultry, and flour as 

well as fruit, vegetables, and flowers, which were marketable in Washington D.C.  Despite the potential 

market, the county’s economy remained depressed through the 1870s.  The Quaker community 

centered on Accotink and the meetinghouse just west of the study site prospered, however, and the 

meetinghouse was expanded during the 1860s to handle increased membership (Lautzenheiser and 

Hall 2007:17).  

Additional local developments included the establishment of the Woodlawn Baptist Church 

Congregation and construction of the church building during the late 1860s and early 1870s.  In 1850, 

New Hampshire-born John Mason purchased the remaining acreage of the Woodlawn plantation and 

Figure 4. Detail of the Map of the Lower 
Potomac Showing Picket Lines, January 
1862 by Robert Knox Sneden

Source: Library of Congress
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moved into the mansion with his family.  His wife, Rachel, established a Baptist Sabbath School at 

the plantation in 1859.  A formal congregation based at the Woodlawn plantation was established in 

1868.  In 1869, the congregation was received into the body of the Potomac Baptist Association of the 

Southern Baptist Convention (Woodlawn Baptist Church 1968).

Notably, the Masons also established one of the first free, public libraries in the state of Virginia at 

the Woodlawn Mansion.  When Woodlawn Baptist Church was constructed in 1872, the library and 

other services previously held at Woodlawn Mansion, were relocated to the church (Tuminaro 1998:22).  

Institutions oriented toward the many African American farmers in the vicinity also emerged.  These 

included an African American school, the Woodlawn Methodist Church and cemetery, and the Mount 

Vernon Enterprise Lodge of the Odd Fellows (Lautzenheiser and Hall 2007:17).  

A significant political development was the establishment of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in 

1870.  The Board took over county property, which had been handled by the courts, as well as worked 

to pay off the county’s debt, promoted agriculture, implemented plans to improve transportation, and 

established a county school system (Netherton et al. 1978; Cooke et al. 2001:16).  

Transportation was an important theme during the last part of the nineteenth century.  Railroads had 

been established in the county during the 1850s, improving travel and haulage within the county’s 

interior as well as better economic conditions.  By the 1870s, three rail companies operated lines within 

the county and were significant influences on economic development (Cooke et al. 2001:17).  Later in 

the century, trolley lines enhanced commuter travel, although these did not greatly affect the areas 

outside the major cities.  The project vicinity, like most of the county, remained rural until the twentieth 

century, with only agricultural and cart roads and paths serving as transportation routes supplementing 

the Turnpike.  In some instances, localities promoted themselves as healthful retreats from the nearby 

cities (Bryant and Sperling 2007:21, 24).  

WOODLAWN VICINITY IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

During the first part of the twentieth century, the county became proactive with respect to growth and 

development in an effort to attract Washington, D.C. residents.  Taking advantage of access to electric 

rail lines, bus lines, and improved roads, land developers started building housing for middle-class 

residents.  Despite these efforts, development did not extend very far into the Washington hinterland 

until after World War II (Bryant and Sperling 2007:24).  The county’s fortunes remained tied to agriculture, 

as it became a significant dairy producer.  The dairy economy contributed to enhanced transportation 

as improvements were made to better serve Washington, D.C. markets (Cooke et al. 2001:17).  The 

railroads remained viable transportation modes though the middle part of the century, but after World 

War II, they mostly ceased providing passenger service (Bryant and Sperling 2007:24).
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U.S. Route 1, however, which travels north of the Otis Tufton Mason House , became more prominent 

during this period.  As noted, this road began as an Indian path and later developed into a major post 

road and turnpike.  Eventually, by the early twentieth century, it became part of the major north-south 

road along the east coast of the United States until Interstate 95 replaced it (Frisbee 1969:1).  

An important event in the project vicinity during the early part of the twentieth century was the 

establishment of Fort Belvoir. This military installation occupied the lands associated with Belvoir 

Manor, the eighteenth-century tobacco plantation of William Fairfax, which lay between Accotink and 

Dogue creeks.  Fairfax was a cousin of Thomas, Sixth Lord Fairfax, who obtained the Northern Neck 

proprietary in the 1730s.  The Belvoir manor house was destroyed in the 1780s and was never rebuilt.  

By the 1840s, the estate was essentially abandoned and came under the ownership of a German-

born Philip Otterback, who developed some of the property for agriculture and let the remainder 

revert to forest.  By the turn of the twentieth-century, the former Belvoir estate lands were generally 

undeveloped and rural.  The Federal Government purchased 1,500 acres of the property for use as a 

children’s reformatory in 1910, but local opposition caused the abandonment of this plan.  The land 

was subsequently transferred to the War Department for use as an Engineer School, the original school 

being squeezed out of its original location in Washington, D.C. and named Camp Belvoir.  When the 

U.S. entered World War I in 1917, the installation 

was renamed Camp Andrew A. Humphreys 

and expanded into a training cantonment for 

engineer soldiers. By 1918, the government 

obtained the remainder of the Belvoir estate. 

Following the First World War, the installation 

remained open as the permanent Army Engineer 

School.  It was renamed Fort Humphreys in 1922 

and then Fort Belvoir in 1935 (Price and Joseph 

2007:9-11; Figure 5).  

Following the First World War, the county’s 

economic situation worsened, as prices on farm 

produce declined and prevented farmers from 

purchasing supplies and equipment.  Moreover, 

the expansion of the Federal Government 

caused the county’s cities to grow.  County 

government turned its attention toward growth 

in urban centers and neglected the concerns of 

the farming community (Cooke et al. 2001:17-

18).  

Figure 5. Detail of the 1948 USGS Belvoir Virginia 
Topographic Map

Source: US Topo and Historical Topographic Map Collection
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Through the period leading to World War II, 

Fort Belvoir continued to develop.  The Corps of 

Engineers Board coordinated efforts to develop 

and test new forms of equipment and materials.  

In 1940, the Engineer Board obtained the Fort 

Belvoir Engineer Proving Ground, located about 

1.5 miles northwest of the main installation for 

testing landmines.  This post was subsequently 

expanded for a variety of other programs (Price 

and Joseph 2007:11).

After World War II, the county underwent 

substantial growth, doubling in population 

between 1940 and 1950.  Nevertheless, 

nearly half the land in the county remained 

farmland through 1950, with development and 

change toward suburban land use intensifying 

afterwards.  The county population nearly 

tripled in the decade leading up to 1960 (Bryant 

and Sperling 2007:29; Figure 6).  Urban and 

suburban development expanded quickly, 

requiring new schools, libraries, paved streets, 

utilities, and other amenities.  The growth of the 

District of Columbia and the county’s emergence 

as one of its principal suburbs led to the extension 

of public transportation systems into the county.  

Ultimately, Fairfax County has grown into one of the most populous and affluent counties in Virginia 

(Cooke et al. 2001:18).

EARLY LAND OWNERSHIP 

The Otis Tufton Mason House currently sits atop land whose ownership stemmed from grants made 

during the seventeenth century, and that later became part of George Washington’s Mount Vernon 

estate.  When King Charles I was deposed in 1648, seven loyal supporters crowned his son King Charles 

II.  In thanks, Charles II granted these seven the Northern Neck proprietary.  Thomas, Second Lord 

Culpeper and one of the grantees, became governor of Virginia in 1677 and by 1681 had bought the 

Northern Neck interests of the other six grantees.  

Figure 6. Detail of the 1965 USGS Belvoir 
Virginia Topographic Map

Source: US Topo and Historical Topographic Map Collection
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After his death in 1689, most of his interest in the territory went to his daughter, Katherine Culpeper, who 

married Thomas, the fifth Lord of Fairfax.  Thomas’s son, also Thomas, the sixth Lord Fairfax, took over 

the entire proprietary in 1719 and appointed his cousin William Fairfax as collector of customs for the 

South Potomac River.  William established Belvoir plantation, which ultimately became incorporated 

into Fort Belvoir (Cooke et al. 2001:11).  

Previously, in 1674, Lord Culpeper granted 5,000 acres to John Washington and Nicholas Spencer as 

payment for settling immigrants under the headright system.  Spencer, an English merchant and 1650s 

emigrant to Virginia, was a cousin of the Culpepers and served as their agent in the colony.  Washington, 

George’s great-grandfather, settled in Virginia in the 1650s, established himself as a planter in the 

Northern Neck, and eventually also became a member of the House of Burgesses.

Their shared grant faced the Potomac River on the south and covered land bounded by Little Hunting 

and Epsewasson (later Dogue) creeks, with a line drawn between the two creeks as its north boundary.  

John Washington died in 1677, leaving his share of the grant to his son Lawrence.  In 1690, the 

Washingtons and Spencers divided the grant, each family receiving a share with one half Potomac 

Riverfront and one half of the backlot.  The Washingtons took the west half with Dogue Creek as its 

west boundary.  Lawrence died in 1698, leaving the land, known as the Little Hunting Creek property, 

to his daughter Mildred, which she then leased to her brother Augustine (George Washington’s father).  

In 1726, Augustine bought the property outright from his sister for $900 (Muir 1943:16-17).

Augustine Washington was a planter, land speculator, and iron producer with interests in various 

locations in the Northern Neck.  He appears to have been the first to establish a permanent homestead 

on the Little Hunting Creek property, known then as “Epsewasson,” in 1735.  The house, which burned 

in 1739, later became the foundation of George Washington’s Mount Vernon mansion.  Among 

other improvements, Augustine built a gristmill on Dogue Creek.  With the destruction of the house, 

Augustine moved the family to Ferry Farm on the Rappahannock River, which was close to his iron 

interests near Fredericksburg.  When he died in 1743, the Little Hunting Creek land went to his son 

Lawrence, half brother of George (Muir 1943:18; Ferling 1988:2-4).  

With his wife, Anne Fairfax of Belvoir Plantation, Lawrence took up residence on the Little Hunting 

Creek estate in 1743.  He soon renamed the estate Mount Vernon in honor of Admiral Edward Vernon, 

with whom he had served in Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) during the War of Jenkins Ear.  Lawrence 

put up a new house, which became the central portion of the larger and more sprawling mansion that 

his brother George built.  Lawrence died in 1752, leaving the estate to his infant daughter Sarah, with 

the provision that his wife should have a life interest in the estate.  In the event that Sarah died childless, 

the estate would pass to George Washington, who had become a protégé of his older brother.  Sarah 

died less than two years after her father, leaving the estate in the hands of Anne Washington for her 

lifetime.  Within the next few years, Anne married George Lee.  George Washington, 20 years old when 

his brother died, had been leasing the property from Anne since the late 1750s, and 1761, after her 



Otis Tufton Mason House: Context and Assessment 

Th
re

e:
 H

is
to

ric
al

 C
on

te
xt

15

remarriage, he bought out her interest, promising her husband the annual sum or quantity of 15,000 

pounds of tobacco in 15 hogsheads or cash in the amount of 12 shillings and sixpence “for every 

hundred weight of tobacco.”  The agreement left George Washington clear title to Mount Vernon 

(Wilstach 1916).

Washington spent considerable time improving the estate and accumulating land.  His most active 

period in this regard was between 1757 and 1774.  By the time of his death, the Mount Vernon estate 

totaled over 6,000 acres, which he had divided into five farms: Mansion House Farm, Union Farm, Muddy 

Hole Farm, Dogue Run Farm, and River Farm.  A map composed in 1801 using drawings completed 

by General Washington in 1793 described that portion of his property labeled “B” as follows: “Great 

part within these lines is in wood, but there is a sufficiency of grounds cleared and under cultivation for 

a middle sized farm, with a house thereon; and a most beautiful site for a Gentleman’s Seat” (Figure 

7).  That area and more acreage became Woodlawn Plantation, which Washington gave his foster 

daughter (in actuality his step-granddaughter from Martha’s first marriage) Eleanor (Nelly) Custis upon 

her marriage to Lawrence Lewis, George’s nephew (son of his sister Betty) in 1799 (Muir 1943).  

Figure  7.  1801 Map of General Washington’s Farm of Mount Vernon from a Drawing Transmitted by the 
General

Source: Library of Congress
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Washington’s will, dated July 9, 1799 and probated January 20, 1800, described the property as: 

...the residue of my Mount Vernon Estate, not already devised to my Nephew Bushrod 

Washington-comprehended within the following description, viz, all the land North of the 

Road leading from the ford of Dogue Run to the Gum Spring as described in the devise of 

the other part of the tract to Bushrod Washington, until it comes to the Stone & three red or 

Spanish Oaks on the knowl [sic]; thence with the rectangular line to the back line (between 

Mr. Mason & me); thence with that line westerly along the new double ditch to Dogue 

run, the tumbling Dam of my Mill; thence with the said run to the ford aforementioned; to 

which I add all the Land I possess West of the said Dogue Run, and Dogue Creek bounded 

Easterly and Southerly thereby; together with the Mill, Distillery, and all other houses and 

improvements on the premises, making together about two thousands acres be it more or 

less (Washington 1799).  

The acreage included portions of Muddy Hole Farm, Union Farm, and all of Dogue Run Farm (Muir 

1943:26).  

The Lewis’ continued to live at Mount Vernon, Nelly’s childhood home, until Woodlawn Mansion was 

built between 1800 and 1805 on Gray’s Hill, a prominent ridgeline that commanded the surrounding 

area.  Reportedly designed by William Thornton, first architect of the U.S. Capitol, the house included 

a central portion with two flanking wings and connecting hyphens.  At present, the mansion remains 

largely unchanged, except for the hyphens and wings being raised between 1902 and 1920 (Frisbee 

1969; Fairfax County Division of Planning 1971; National Park Service 2005).

A total of 1,959 acres or Woodlawn, or most of tract originally deeded to the Lewis” x George 

Washington, remained in the Lewis family until purchased in 1846.  Lawrence and Nelly Lewis deeded 

the estate to their son, Lorenzo, on May 20, 1820 for $10.  The transaction made Charles Calvert Stewart 

the trustee of the property until Lorenzo turned 23, at which time Stewart or his heirs would convey the 

premises to Lorenzo free from all encumbrances (Fairfax County Deed Book S-2:169).  The objective 

of this transaction was to establish a trust to protect the property or its value until Lorenzo could take 

possession upon turning 23.  The relationship between the Lewis family and Stewart was not made 

explicit in the transaction, and it was not clear what his responsibilities, other than custodial, he had 

under the arrangement.  He did not take possession of the property, however, as the Lewises remained 

in residence until Lawrence died in 1839.  By that time, Lorenzo (b. 1803) was around 36 and Stuart no 

longer had any involvement with the property, insofar as is known.  Lawrence’s will, dated December 28, 

1839, did not mention the earlier transaction (Fairfax County Will Book T-1:127).

Following Lawrence Lewis’ death, Nelly moved out of the mansion and spent the rest of her life (she 

died in 1852) with her son Lorenzo and his wife, Esther Maria Coxe Lewis, at their plantation Audley in 

Clarke County, Virginia, where they moved soon after their marriage.  Woodlawn was closed up and the 

grounds were left uncultivated and unmaintained for seven years.  In 1846, Lorenzo decided to sell the 

property but found no takers at a public auction (Muir 1943:33; Frisbee 1969:3).  
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Soon after, however, a group of Quaker businessmen from Philadelphia and neighboring Camden and 

Burlington counties, New Jersey, agreed to purchase the estate.  The four partners in the transaction, 

Chalkley (sometimes incorrectly spelled “Chalkey”) Gillingham and Jacob Troth, of New Jersey, and 

Lucas Gillingham and Paul Hillman Troth (Jacob’s son), both residents of Fairfax County by 1848 

(Fairfax County Deed Book N-3:102), were lumber merchants whose principal business was supplying 

Philadelphia shipyards.  As timber sources in Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, and Delaware had 

started to thin out, lumbermen began searching for new stocks and discovered a supply of white oak 

at Woodlawn (Muir 1943:37; Frisbee 1969:36-37).  

Although Lorenzo had entered an agreement to sell the land to Joseph Gillingham and Chalkley 

Gillingham in 1846, he died in 1847 before finalizing the transaction and before the transfer could be 

finalized, Esther Lewis, his wife and executrix, filed a lawsuit in Chancery Court against the heirs of 

Charles Calvert Stuart to clear the title.  Evidently, Stuart had never executed a conveyance to Lorenzo 

as per the terms of the trust he held for Woodlawn and the legal title vested to his adult and underage 

heirs.  Ultimately, the suit was merely a formality and the title was cleared without any animosity (Fairfax 

County Chancery Records Case CFF98X).

The land sale was officially made on August 26, 1848 between Grantors Lawrence B. Taylor, a 

commissioner appointed by the County Clerk, and Esther Maria Lewis, still residing in Clarke County, 

and Grantees Jacob Troth, Chalkley Gillingham, Lucas Gillingham, and Paul Hillman Troth for $16,630 

(Fairfax County Deed Book N-3:102).  Joseph Gillingham, Chalkley’s uncle, who had entered the original 

agreement with Lorenzo Lewis had dropped out for unknown reasons and Chalkley took on the other 

three as partners.  Together, this group formed the firm of Troth-Gillingham Company (later renamed 

Gillingham & Troth) with the intention of producing lumber for Philadelphia shipyards and bark for local 

tanneries, as well as selling land (as cited in Muir 1943:36-38; Frisbee 1969:3).  The partners mortgaged 

the property with Mahlon Gillingham and Joseph Gillingham in 1849 (Fairfax County Deed Book 

O-3:331).

Subsequent land transactions over the next few years involved Troth-Gillingham dividing off tracts that 

had been cleared and selling them as small farms of around 50-200 acres.  Buyers were often Quaker 

or Baptist immigrants from the Philadelphia area and New England, but also included local whites 

and former slaves.  Terms of sale often reserved timber rights and easements to operate and maintain 

the millrace associated with Washington’s gristmill on Dogue Creek (e.g., Fairfax County Deed Book 

V-3:328; Frisbee 1969).  

Three months after the Gillinghams and Troths jointly purchased Woodlawn, they divided it between 

the two families.  The deed, dated November 17, 1848, indicated that Chalkley Gillingham and Lucas 

Gillingham (Party of the First Part) and Jacob Troth and Paul Hillman Troth (Second Part) decided to 

partition their rights and interests in Woodlawn, and for this purpose had opened a road through the 

land between Spencer’s Corner and a tract of land called “Muddy Hole.”  The Gillinghams received 
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the land south of the new road, “which has been called ‘the National Road’” and the Troths took the 

land to the north, except for lots that had been previously sold and a seven-acre parcel that included 

the mill, water rights, timber, and the oyster shell landing on Dogue Creek.  The acreage and financial 

consideration involved were not specified (Fairfax County Deed Book O-3:395).  Muir (1943:53), however, 

stated that each “partner” (as opposed to family) received 450 acres.  

Comparison of the partition description with the accompanying plat and later transactions confuses 

how the land was distributed.  Although the deed describes the new or National Road as running 

northwesterly, in fact it extends from southwest to northeast.  Moreover, while the deed described the 

land north of the road as going to the Troths, later information suggest the Gillinghams had possession 

of Woodlawn Mansion.  

Through these transactions, the Woodlawn Mansion had remained largely uninhabited.  The Troth-

Gillingham Company used it as a headquarters and it was evidently occupied as a residence on a 

temporary basis by new arrivals from the northeast until they could build their own houses (Frisbee 

1969:4).  Muir suggested that Paul Hillman Troth and his wife Hannah Maria, for example, moved into 

the mansion in the late 1840s (1943:59).

On March 25, 1850, Jacob and Paul Troth formally divided their joint holdings of the former Woodlawn 

estate.  Jacob Troth and his wife Rebecca, still residents of Camden County, New Jersey, sold their 

539.3-acre share of Woodlawn to their son Paul Hillman Troth and his Wife Hannah Maria for $1.  In 

the same deed, Paul and Hannah sold two tracts, one containing 255.05 acres and the other 100.25 

acres, to Jacob for $1 (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book O-3:329).  This transaction gave clear title of 

the Woodlawn Mansion to Paul Troth, and immediately afterwards, on April 9, 1850, Paul and Hannah 

sold the parcel just acquired, but described as containing 546.3 acres, to John Mason for $3,700 (with 

restrictions on timber and water rights).  The parcel also contained provisions for each party to hold half 

of the Woodlawn Mansion in common (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book O-3:361).

In January 1855, several transactions documented an apparent series of agreements concerning the 

consolidation of the remaining Woodlawn estate under the ownership of John Mason.  On January 1, 

Paul H. and Hannah M. Troth sold a half part of a tract, totaling 546.31 acres, to Chalkley Gillingham 

for $6,000.  The acreage is consistent with other transactions involving Woodlawn (Fairfax County n.d. 

Deed Book V-3:317).  On the same day, Chalkley and his wife Keziah sold a 460-acre parcel to John 

Mason for $5,000.  The deed described this tract as the same sold to Chalkley by Paul and Hannah Troth 

on January 1, 1855 (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book V-3:328).  

A third deed dated to January 1 involved John Mason and his wife Rachel selling Paul H. Troth an 

easement for $1.  The deed described the tract as the one on which John Mason now resides and 

being the land Mason acquired from Paul H. Troth and his wife and Chalkley Gillingham and his wife. 

This particular agreement gave Troth-Gillingham and Company rights of access to the waterpower 

from Dogue Creek, to the use of the road to the old mill, the mill race, and 20 feet of land on both 
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sides to allow for maintenance.  The document further indicated that the tract was subject to two deeds 

of mortgage executed between Mason and Benjamin Dalton of Parsonfield, York County, Maine and 

Peter G. Mason, Tamworth, Carrol County, New Hampshire (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book V-3:339).  

In a final transaction, dated three weeks later on January 24, 1855, Paul and Hannah Troth signed a 

quitclaim to “that tract of land …known by the name of ‘Woodlawn’” (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book 

V-3:320; Figure 8).  

THE MASONS AND WOODLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH

The Mason family was significant in the history of Woodlawn Baptist Church.  John Mason was born in 

New Hampshire in 1799.  Trained as a tanner, he switched to commerce, first as an itinerant peddler in 

remote Maine settlements and then opening a grocery in the town of Industry, Maine.  Owing to “an 

unfortunate turn in a love affair,” he became a partner in a freighter sailing routes in New England, 

Virginia, and the West Indies.  He seems to have been generally successful in all of his undertakings but 

was ruined by the Panic of 1837 and in the aftermath, moved his family to Haddonfield, New Jersey, a 

town in Camden County (Hatch 1893:234-236; Brown 1903:V:395).  

Figure 8. Detail Showing Location of Woodlawn of the 1859 Map of George Washington’s land at Mount 
Vernon, Fairfax Coy, Virginia. As it was & As it is. Laid down from old Maps made by G. Washington, and 
from actual surveys by W. Gillingham

Source: Library of Congress
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John Mason’s selection of Haddonfield as his family’s new home was due to his association with John 

Gill IV, a Quaker with whom he had become acquainted. The Mason’s relocated to Gill’s farm near 

Haddonfield and lived there for nine years and, during that time, established business with the Troths 

and Gillinghams. Mason found his own ideals compatible with philosophies of not only Gill, but also the 

Troths and Gillinghams. These Quakers shared Mason’s views on the abolition of slavery, progressive 

agriculture, and education (Henry and Watson 2004:I:19).

Historian Tony P. Wrenn remarked that there was a lumber business relationship already intact between 

Mason and the Camden County Quakers prior to the arrival of the Mason family to Fairfax County, and 

it eventually led to the family’s relocation from New Jersey to Virginia (Wrenn 1972:27).  Wrenn stated 

that Mason was one of the initial members of the Troth-Gillingham Company, but that his contribution 

to the group was primarily financial in nature (Wrenn 1974:7).

By 1850, John Mason purchased remnants of the Woodlawn estate, restoring the house and farm fields 

(Frisbee 1969:5).  U.S. Census records from 1850 to 1870 listed his occupation as “Farmer,” indicating 

his main focus had switched from commerce.  Mason remained in residence at Woodlawn until his 

death in 1888 (Woodlawn Baptist Church 1968).

John Mason joined the Baptist Church in 1828, a year after he married Rachel Lincoln in Eastport, Maine 

(Hatch 1893:234).  Once settled at Woodlawn, Rachel organized a Sunday school, which operated out of 

the mansion parlor, while John served as the school’s superintendent, a role he continued to his death, 

at which point their oldest son Ebben (Ebenezer) took it over (Woodlawn Baptist Church 1968).  Frisbee 

(1969) implies that the Masons arrived in the area with other Baptists in the same sort of communal 

migration as the Quakers.  

Although the timing and circumstances are not entirely clear, enough Baptist families arrived over 

the next few years to form the beginnings of a congregation.  This group, which met in the parlor of 

Woodlawn Mansion, drew the notice of a retired Washington D.C. minister, William F. Nelson, who 

with several other members of the Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, assisted the community in 

organizing what evolved into the Woodlawn Baptist Church.  The congregation was formally established 

in 1868 and for the first few years continued to meet in the Woodlawn parlor (Frisbee 1969:19; Woodlawn 

Baptist Church 1968).  

OTIS TUFTON MASON AND A FAIRFAX COUNTY RETREAT

Though John and Rachel were closely associated with the mansion at Woodlawn and the founding 

of Woodlawn Baptist Church, Otis Tufton Mason was ultimately the most renowned of the Mason 

family due to his ethnographic and anthropological work.  Born in his mother’s hometown, Eastport, 

Maine, on April 10, 1838, Otis Mason moved with his family to New Jersey and then Woodlawn in 1850.  

Between 1856 and 1861, he studied at Columbian College (now George Washington University) in 

Washington, D.C. and married Sarah Henderson of Alexandria in 1862.  After finishing at Columbia, he 

obtained a position as a teacher and principal in its Preparatory Department, which he held until 1884.  
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His scholarly activities focused on the culture and history of the eastern Mediterranean, and Mason 

eventually come to become a prominent ethnologist and anthropologist (Brown 1903:V:395; Hough 

1908; Coen and Baxter 1983; Wrenn 1972:30).  

In 1872, Otis T. and Sarah Mason sold a two-acre parcel taken from their share of Woodlawn to a 

group comprised of O.T. Mason, William H. Mason, Charles Clear, John Haislip, Thomas Williamson, 

and David T. Frost, Trustees for the Woodlawn Baptist Church.  The sale, dated August 31, was for $1 

and was made on the condition that the said Baptist church would, within a reasonable time, put up 

a suitable house of worship.  Additionally, the land could never be leased, transferred, or assigned to 

anyone or used for any purpose other than a “regular” Baptist church, “that is to say a church whose 

principles are redemption by the blood of Jesus Christ, Baptism by Immersion upon a profession of 

faith and communion with those thus baptized only and if at any time the said land and premises shall 

cease to be occupied and used for the purposes above mentioned then said lot of ground shall revert 

to said Otis T. Mason, his heirs, and assigns” (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book Q-4:100).  

In his diary, referenced by John Teschner in a 2007 article in the Mount Vernon Gazette, Taylor Blunt 

recorded hearing Mason preach at Woodlawn Baptist Church on seven separate occasions between 

1872 and 1892.  According to the article, Mason sometimes delivered two sermons on the weekends 

(Teschner 2007).  Mason acted as the primary preacher at Woodlawn Baptist Church until Reverend 

Samuel Chapman became the church’s first regular pastor (Woodlawn Baptist Church 2013).

In 1872, Mason also became affiliated with the National Museum (now the Smithsonian) as a collaborator 

in ethnology and became the Curator of Ethnology in 1884, a position at which he remained until 1902 

when he became Acting Head Curator in the Department of Anthropology.  Mason’s Basketwork of 

the North American Aborigines became a standard in the subject, while his additional publications, 

including The Origin of Inventions and Woman’s Share in Primitive Culture remained popular well after 

his death.  During this period, Mason’s research interests switched from Oriental studies to the culture 

of the Americas, and he earned a Ph.D. in 1884.  The “Acting” designation was removed from his Head 

Curator title in 1905 and he remained in this post until his death.  When Mason passed away in 1908, he 

was one of the country’s most well-known scientists and had become an internationally known lecturer.  

Both Mason and his wife Sarah (d. 1900) are buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Washington, D.C. (Brown 

1903:V:395; Coen and Baxter 1983; Hough 1908; Wrenn 1972:30). 

The land on which the Otis Tufton Mason House now sits was separated out of the larger Woodlawn 

estate in 1865.  John and Rachel Mason began dividing portions of Woodlawn among their children 

in the 1860s.  On January 1, 1865, their second son Otis, then 26 years old, purchased a 63-acre tract 

separated from the southwestern portion of the Woodlawn estate for $1,500 from John Mason, plus an 

additional $1 for Rachel Mason (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book F4:196).  

Though some studies suggest that Otis Mason constructed the house in two parts beginning around 

1873, architectural evidence and additional scholarships support three individual construction phases.  

Files at Woodlawn Plantation indicate that the date of construction for the house was 1854, while 

Historic American Building Survey files confuse the original building section with the 1840s Gray’s Hill 

property (Hellman 2013; Pryor n.d.). 
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As late as 1860, however, all of the Mason family members, including 22-year-old Otis (recorded as 21 

years old) and the eldest married Mason son, Eben, are described as still residing in John and Rachel 

Mason’s Woodlawn Mansion home (U.S. Federal Census 1860).  Furthermore, as stated, Otis Mason 

was enrolled at Columbian College between 1856 and 1861.  

While no reference is given for the 1854 construction date, physical evidence of the building’s centermost 

section indicates that this original two-story building may date to the 1850s, if not earlier (Hellman 

2013).  Though the history of the Otis Tufton Mason House is hazy, plausible theories related to its 

original build date and subsequent phases of construction appear to be relatively limited.  Watson & 

Henry Associates proposed three scenarios in a 2004 report:

•	 John Mason had the first and possibly the second sections built in the 1850s or early 1860s and 

Otis and [Sarah] Mason added the third build;

•	 Otis and [Sarah] Mason started the house in the early 1860s before buying the property and 

constructed it in three builds over time; or

•	 Otis and [Sarah] Mason built all three sections over the period of time they owned by property, 

starting in 1865 (Henry and Watson 2004:I:65).

It is also possible that the first stage of the building was constructed shortly before John and Rachel 

Mason purchased the land.  This scenario suggests that the original builders of the Otis Tufton Mason 

House may have been some of the area’s earliest Quaker residents.  Additionally, while Mason’s 

brothers, Ebenezer and William, received land farther east in 1864 and 1865, respectively, it is possible 

that one of them resided in the home prior to constructing their own homes on their own property.  

Both brothers are described as living in the near vicinity of John and Rachel Mason, though no longer 

with their parents, in 1870 (U.S. Federal Census 1870).

Previously, historians have noted that no Mason besides John is indicated on Chalkley Gillingham’s 

1859 survey of the area or General Irvin McDowell’s 1862 map (Figure 9).  Others have suggested that 

the building on the tract reading “60 a” or northernmost of the two buildings denoted as “Wright” 

could be the Otis Tufton Mason House.  However, Gray’s Hill, a house named for the hill (here denoted 

as “Greys Hill”) and owned by Thomas Wright at that time, was located farther southwest and has been 

incorrectly identified as the Otis Tufton Mason House in previous surveys (Hellman 2013).  It is possible 

that these maps did not indicate the Otis Tufton Mason House due to its small size.  By 1862, its two 

stories covered a humble footprint of approximately 14” x 15 ½’.  

The most likely explanation for the tenacious application of the proposed circa 1873 build date by 

researchers is the tax record associated with the property.  Though Otis Mason acquired the property 

from his parents in 1865, he is not listed in 1866, 1870, or 1872 land tax records for Fairfax County.  In 

1869, an “A.T. Mason” is described in the tax record as owning 63 acres at Woodlawn, whose buildings 

total $0 of the $844.70 total.  Records for 1874 reflect the first taxation for buildings valued at $100 on 

Otis Mason’s property in Fairfax County (Fairfax County 1820-1950).  It is more likely that the circa 1873 

build date is for the second phase of construction at the building’s southwest end.
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By 1870, Otis T. Mason is living in “the west part” of Washington, D.C. with his wife, two children, and 

19 other people.  Described as a “professor in Col,” Mason houses a housekeeper, hostler, cook, nurse, 

and 15 students.  One student is J. Norman Gibbs, a 15-year-old member of one of the first Quaker 

families to come to the Woodlawn area (U.S. Federal Census 1870; Hellman 2013).  Thus, despite 

his employment at Columbian College and later at the National Museum in Washington, D.C., it is 

apparent that Mason maintained ties to Fairfax County and likely used his house there as a weekend 

and occasional retreat instead of residing there on a permanent basis.  As stated, Mason regularly 

spoke at weekend services for Woodlawn Baptist Church. However, it is possible that during these 

weekends he and his family retreated to his parent’s large Woodlawn Mansion home.

In 1879, Griffith Morgan Hopkins, Jr. denoted the Otis Tufton Mason House, alongside Woodlawn 

Baptist Church, Friends Meeting House, Woodlawn Mansion, and Grand View on a map (Figure 10).  At 

this time, land taxes for Mason’s property still described a building worth $100 out of the total $1,467.  

However, by 1881, the building worth increases to $400 of a $1,466 total.  This jump in the building’s 

Figure 9. Detail of 1862 Map of N. Eastern Virginia and Vicinity of Washington

Source: Library of Congress
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worth supports the circa 1880 construction date of the third phase of construction: the two-story, 

northeast-facing gabled ell that houses what now reads as the building’s primary entrance.  Another 

jump in building value from $400 to $427 is described in 1895 records.  This increase, though slight, 

may be the reason previous researchers attached the circa 1893 build date to the northeast-facing ell 

(Fairfax County 1820-1950).  

A photograph of the Otis Tufton Mason House was marked with a circa 1890 date (Figure 11).  In this 

photograph, the third phase of construction appears recently completed. The persons represented in 

the photograph are unclear.  It is likely that the Caucasian people to the left are part of the Mason family.  

The man seated to the far left may be Otis Mason, as his appearance does correlated with images of 

Mason featured in issues of The Popular Science Monthly (Figure 12).  It would seem that the couple 

and two children nearest the center would be children and grandchildren of Otis and Sarah Mason.  

Figure 10. Detail of the 1879 Map of the“Mt. Vernon Dist. No. 3,” from Atlas of Fifteen Miles around 
Washington, including the County of Montgomery, Maryland

Source: Library of Congress
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However, in 1890, both Mason daughters remain in their parent’s home in Washington, D.C., while 

George Mason, then 24 years old, is not described in either his parent’s household or in the vicinity of 

Woodlawn (U.S. Federal Census 1890).  As the house is continually described as a weekend retreat for the 

Masons, however, it is probable 

that neither couple resided in 

this house on a regular basis.  

Figure 11. Otis Tufton Mason House, circa 1890

Source: Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning

Figure 12. Otis Tufton Mason

A. From “Anthropological Work in 
America,” July 1892

B. From “The Progress of Science,” 
January 1909

Source: The Popular Science Monthly
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It is still possible that this could be George Mason’s family, or the family of nephew William H. Mason, 

who is described as living in the Mount Vernon district in 1900 with his wife, seven-year-old daughter, 

and four-year-old son.  If this is indeed William H. and family, the photograph was likely taken closer to 

1900 than 1890.  It is, furthermore, possible that the elders seated to the left are Ebenezer and Elizabeth 

Mason, who are listed as residing in close proximity William H. Mason in 1900 (U.S. Federal Census 

1900).  

If the photograph was taken around 1900, it is even more likely that the older couple is Otis and Sarah 

Mason, and the younger couple is their daughter, Emily Tufton Mason, and her family.  On June 4, 

1895, Emily married Edward B. Pollard, a college professor, in Washington, D.C. (District of Columbia 

1895; U.S. Federal Census 1900).  The 1900 census data associated with the Pollards supports creates 

the strongest support behind the theory that they are indeed the couple in the photograph.  In 1900, 

both the Pollards and the Masons permanently resided on the same block of P St NW in the Dupont 

Circle area of Washington, D.C.  Furthermore, the children of Emily and Edward are described as three-

year-old Emily and one-year-old Otis in 1900 (U.S. Federal Census 1900).  Though the children seem 

slightly older than one and three years of age in the photograph, the age difference does not vary by 

more than one or two years.  The children may be the best indicator for more specifically dating the 

photograph, which was most likely taken in 1902 or 1903.

The two African American men standing to the right are unknown.  These men could be tenants of 

the house, day laborers, or farmers of the property.  African American surnames listed in the Mount 

Vernon District in the vicinity of Woodlawn include Quander, Holland, Garrett, and Jackson in 1880 and 

Newman, Williams, Taylor, Hodge, and Franklin in 1900 (U.S. Federal Census 1880; U.S. Federal Census 

1900).

The man presumed to be Otis Mason, seated to the far left, and the two standing men appear to 

be wearing boutonnières, suggesting a special occasion.  The flowering meadow indicates that this 

photograph was most likely taken during the spring, which could mean that the gathering was a 

birthday celebration for the elder Otis, who was born in April and would have been 65 years old in 

1903.  As Otis and the two standing men are all wearing boutonnières, the photograph was more likely 

commemorating an Easter gathering.  It would also make sense that the Masons would travel to the 

Woodlawn area for such holidays due to their strong associations with Woodlawn Baptist Church.

A third possibility is that this gathering signified the completion of the last major addition to the Otis 

Tufton Mason House.  Here, the two original sections appear to be covered in chipping paint, while the 

later ell appears unpainted.  If this third possibility is correct, the building’s third phase of construction 

may date to around 1900.  It may also indicate that the two standing men were involved in constructing 

the addition.

The photograph also supplies information regarding the house setting around 1900.  Tall oaks provide 

a canopy along the northwest and southwest elevations and indicate a heavily wooded area still in 

place by this time.  The open, grassy meadow has been left to grow and flower naturally near the 
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northeast and southeast elevations.  Closest to the house, however, the high grass does appear to 

be trimmed.  The two couples and the children are gathered in front of a fruit-bearing, possibly pear, 

tree and additional, naturally growing shrubs.  While somewhat less wooded along the northwest 

and southwest elevations and lacking the fruit tree and shrubs to the southeast, the natural meadow 

conditions along the northeast and southeast elevations remain in place to date.  Also worth noting are 

the large barrel planters flanking the circa 1890 entrance and the tiered table of potted plants in the 

north corner of the southeast porch.

THE OTIS TUFTON MASON HOUSE IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

John and Rachel Mason both passed away in the late 1880s.  While Otis Mason retained the house 

near his parent’s residence following their deaths, in 1902, he sold his 61 acres to Paul Kester.  Kester 

had purchased the Woodlawn Mansion property just the year before (Fairfax County n.d. Deed Book 

L6:379; Wrenn 1972:30). Following Kester’s purchase of the Otis T. Mason’s property, the house and 

the land on which it sits transferred along with the Woodlawn Mansion property to the present.  Thus, 

occupancy and use of the Otis Tufton Mason House becomes even more obscure following the Mason-

Kester transaction.  During Kester’s brief ownership of Woodlawn Plantation between 1901 and 1905, 

the playwright repaired and restored the residence (Wrenn 1972:30-31).  However, little is known about 

the state of the house during this period. 

Elizabeth Sharpe purchased Woodlawn Plantation and all of its acreage from Kester in 1905.  During 

Sharpe’s period of ownership, restoration of the Woodlawn Mansion continued, as did the acquisition 

of additional surrounding acreage (Tuminaro 1998:11).  At the advice of a representative from the 

Department of Agriculture, Sharpe had a bank barn, dairy, and corncrib constructed at their present 

location, just northwest of the Otis Tufton Mason House around 1913 (Gomolinski-Lally 2005).  

A regular traveler, Sharpe was often absent from her property, and likely housed some grounds 

employees at both the Otis Tufton Mason House and Grand View, which she also acquired in 1905 

(Wrenn 1972:31).  Historical data regarding the subsequent ownership by Senator Oscar Wilder and 

Bertha W. Underwood and later Woodlawn Public Foundation, Inc. continues to focus primarily on 

Woodlawn Mansion and its immediate surrounds.  However, it is highly probable that both the Otis 

Tufton Mason House and Grand View were used as residential properties for associates or employees 

of the owners between the years 1925 and 1957. 

Field notes on the 1970s restoration of the Otis Tufton Mason House refer to “Mrs. Thorpe” as a former 

resident of the building.  This detail and other data provides some background as to at least one family 

that resided at the house during the twentieth century.  Richard L. and Ada B. Thorpe, along with their 

three children and one immigrant lodger from Cuba, are described in the census listing immediately 

above the Underwood household (Library of Congress 1925; Figure 13).  By 1930, Oscar Underwood 

had died and Bertha resided at Woodlawn with four servants.  Richard and Ada are described as a 

farmer and housewife, respectively, who rent a house on a farm with their son Elvan R. and daughters 
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Lucille E. and Doris M.  Curiously, the Cuban immigrant, Blas. Garcia, is described as a chauffeur.  It is 

possible that Bertha Underwood employed Garcia as her chauffeur and housed him with the Thorpe 

family at the Otis Tufton Mason House (U.S. Federal Census 1930). 

The next census reveals a change in enumeration districts.  Mount Vernon Magisterial District (30-18) 

consists of those households NW of U.S. Road 1; while Mount Vernon Magisterial District (30-19A) 

are those households E of U.S. Road 1.  Thus, the Thorpe and Underwood households are described 

separately.  This area remained relatively rural by 1940; therefore, street names are not described with 

clarity.  Consequently, while the Thorpes are still described as living in a rented house on a farm, 

the census listing does not provide a full description of their exact location, and it is not clear if they 

remained at the Otis Tufton Mason House at this time (U.S. Federal Census 1940).

Figure 13. Senator and Mrs. Underwood and Colonel S.S. Underwood (Right)

Source: Library of Congress
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Following the death of Bertha Underwood in 1948, Woodlawn Public Foundation, Inc. purchased the 

full acreage and opened Woodlawn Mansion for tours the following year.  In 1951, National Trust for 

Historic Preservation began leasing the full property and took full ownership by 1957 (Wrenn 1972).  

Names of Mason House residents from this period to the present appear to apply to associates of the 

stable complex or employees of Woodlawn (National Trust Staff 1950-2014).  

While the immediate surroundings of the Otis Tufton Mason House had long been used, in part, as a 

farm, the focus of this area became more specifically centered on equestrian activities in the late 1950s 

as the property was rezoned from agricultural to commercial in 1958.  The addition of the larger stable 

in the early 1960s and a smaller one in around 1970 by then-lessee Captain Stuart F. Updike aided in 

the property’s use by the Belvoir Polo Club and as a riding school.  Updike leased the stable property 

from the late 1950s until the 1970s.  Records suggest that lessees of the land south of U.S. Route 1 often 

sublet not only portions of the barns on the property, but at times, also rented the Otis Tufton Mason 

House.  For example, in 1965, Updike is forced to evict his veterinarian, “Doc” Boyd, who is renting the 

Otis Tufton Mason House at that time, in order to update the building’s septic tank and field (National 

Trust Staff 1950-2014).

In the mid-1970s, Laura Walker and her husband, Captain Wickliffe Walker, resided in and restored 

the Otis Tufton Mason House as part of an arrangement made with owners, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation.  The agreement with the Walkers was the first of its kind made by National Trust for 

Historic Preservation (n.d.:2).  Captain Walker, who then commanded B Company of the 30th Engineer 

Battalion at Fort Belvoir, represented the United States in slalom canoeing in the 1972 Summer Olympic 

Games in Munich, Germany (Hatcher 1975; Sports-Reference 2013). His wife, Laura, was trained as an 

anthropologist/archaeologist. Laura 

specialized in the restoration and 

preservation of historic buildings, and 

recalled putting to use the writings of 

Otis T. Mason in her studies at Brown 

University in Providence, Rhode 

Island.  The Walkers hypothesized that 

the house was constructed in three 

phases between 1850 and 1890, and 

aimed to restore the house to its circa 

1893 appearance in order to preserve 

all three historic construction phases.  

Though attempting to restore the 

house to this specific date, the house 

would not be a museum and was 

expected to remain in use as a private 

residence (Hatcher 1975; Walker 1974-

1976; Figure 14).

Figure 14. Laura Walker and Captain Wickliffe 
Walker at the Otis Tufton Mason House, 1975

Source: Belvoir Castle
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As expected, following the departure of the Walkers, the Otis Tufton Mason House continued to be 

used as a residence for tenants late 2006 (National Trust for Historic Preservation n.d.:2; Teschner 2007).  

Typically, residents were those with employment ties to Woodlawn and/or Scanlin Farms, Inc. between 

1978 and 1991 or Woodlawn Stables after 1991.  According to former tenants, Steve Phelps, Nicole 

Sours, Charles Sims and his wife Elizabeth Bancroft, Boyd Dunnavant and his mother, and Cindy Mitchell 

and her family, who ranged in title from Woodlawn directors and groundskeepers to Woodlawn Stables 

owners and employees, all resided in the Otis Tufton Mason House at one period of time.
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Four: Building Evolution

The evolution of the Otis Tufton Mason House, an L-shaped, two-story residence with a cross-gabled roof, can 

be divided into several periods, during which owners or tenants made substantial additions or subtractions 

to the building.  During the Mason tenure, the building’s three major sections were constructed.  The earliest 

section, a two-story, three-bay house was erected around 1854 and included a cellar that was accessible along its 

southwest elevation.   Around 1873,  a two-story, two-bay addition covering the building’s southwest elevation 

was built.  Finally, an ell that created the building’s current L shape was added circa 1880. This addition now 

serves as the building’s façade. 

Between 1880 and the 1930s, the building’s appearance remained fairly static, with only minor alterations.  The 

Kester and Sharpe periods of ownership produced no known changes.  Under the Underwoods’ ownership, a 

hip-roof porch was added to the 1880 addition during the Thorpes’ occupancy in the 1930s and minor alterations 

to the building continued.  After the National Trust for Historic Preservation took ownership in the 1950s, minor 

alterations and repairs continued until the 1970s, when a major preservation project was launched to restore 

the building to the appearance of the circa 1893 Mason House, a date selected to reflect its significance as the 

Otis Tufton Mason House. 

Between 1974 and 1976, Laura and Wickliffe Walker, funded by the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

(Appendix A), worked to restore the building to 1893, which was the presumed date of construction of the 

latest building section at that time.  Many of the original building elements had deteriorated beyond recovery 

or had already been removed or filled in, which was the case with one of the original door openings.  Failing 

elements and features that were added following the Mason period of residence were removed and replaced 

with materials that attempted to replicate the appearance of the circa 1893 Otis Tufton Mason House.  Walker’s 

field notes, reproduced photographs, and drawings from the restoration helped to inform this study and are 

reproduced in Appendix B. 

After the restoration, the circa 1880 addition had follow up work to fix water and termite damage recorded in a 

1992 conditions report.  Christopher Owens of The Restoration Woodworking Company completed the work, 

and his notes, reports, and drawings provided guidance for additional construction elements not visible during 

site visits for the current study (Appendix C). 
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BUILDING EVOLUTION
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Dates Description of Events
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1854

Approximate date of construction 
for the earliest building phase 
of the Otis Tufton Mason House.  
Note the exterior access point 
to the cellar on the southwest 
elevation.

1873

Approximate date of construction 
for the second building phase 
of the Otis Tufton Mason House, 
which included a kitchen on the 
first story and bedroom on the 
second.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

Fo
u

r:
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

Ev
ol

ut
io

n

33

BUILDING EVOLUTION
Te
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Dates Description of Events

M
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1880

Approximate date of construction 
for the third building phase of 
the Otis Tufton Mason House, 
which included a parlor on the first 
story and two bedrooms with a 
connecting hall on the second.

1885
Approximate date of construction 
for the southeast porch. 

U
N

D
E

R
W

O
O

D
 T

E
N

U
R

E

1930s

Period of time during which the 
hip-roof porch was added to the 
northeast elevation of the circa 
1880 building section.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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BUILDING EVOLUTION
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Dates Description of Events

U
N

D
E

R
W

O
O

D
 

TE
N

U
R

E 1930s
Approximate date that tongue-and-groove boards were installed on the dining room 
walls and ceiling.  This type of board was popular in the 1930s, when tenants often used it 
as a base on which to attach heavy wallpaper with decorative tacks.  

1940s Date of the two-panel bathroom door, which indicates an approximate date of the 
bathroom’s construction.

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
TR

U
ST

 T
E

N
U

R
E

1953

The earliest possible date for 
repositioning the outside cellar 
access to the interior dining room 
and the reuse of the circa 1873 
trapdoor access as a coal chute.  
The repositioning was done when 
the stairway was altered and was 
necessary in order to have ready, 
interior access to a coal furnace, 
which would need stoking.

1968 A fire damaged much of the northwest wall at the Otis Tufton Mason House.

A new septic tank was installed east of the circa 1880 building addition.

1970

Latest approximate date of 
construction of the concrete step 
lining the southeast edge and 
south corner of the southeast 
porch.  

Because all but one original log 
joist appeared to have collapsed, 
the porch flooring was probably 
not removed when the step was 
added.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976
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BUILDING EVOLUTION
Te

nu
re

s

Dates Description of Events

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
TR

U
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 T
E

N
U

R
E

1974 An existing French drain in the cellar was enlarged.  While digging in the drain, “a natural 
subterranean water-conducting layer of gravel overlaying a very hard layer impervious to 
water” was described.

A small wood-or-coal stove was purchased for the smaller, circa 1880 second-story room.

The circa 1880 chimney was reported to have a small, 4” x 8” flue with an added flue liner 
and was previously “reworked.”

1975 A Real Apollo wood- or coal-burning stove was purchased for the kitchen from Acme 
Stove Company in Washington, D.C., who acquired the stove from a razed D.C. house.  
A plate screwed onto the front of the stove reads “W.S. Jenks & Son, Washington, D.C.” 
This name signifies the stove’s original retailer which is still in business.  A stove pad of 
quarry tiles and plywood was built to hold the stove and to make the appliance movable.  

A sump pump was installed, 
replacing the French drain. 
Workers dug a trench for a new 
sump pump outlet, which is 
located at a covered well southeast 
of the house.

Studs for the first phase of construction were identified as 4” x 3” poplar running from 
sill to second-story plate.  The second story was reported as hanging from a ribbon band 
measuring 1” x 6” set into studs.  Studs were originally irregularly spaced to fit doors and 
windows.

Fieldstone foundation exterior 
walls were repainted.

Porch flooring (not original) was 
removed and replaced with 
tongue-and-groove wood board 
affixed with lightweight cut flooring 
nails. 

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976
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N
A
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O

N
A
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1975 Parlor ceiling joists were described as 2” x 6” rough-sawn boards in good condition 
with a small amount of sag resulting in the attachment of 2” x 4” pre-stressed boards to 
reinforce.

Roof shingle fragments were 
found in the attic of the circa 1880 
addition and were an appropriate 
match for replacement square-butt 
cedar shingles.  Exterior-grade 
plywood roof sheathing measuring 
¾” was added below fire-resistant 
cedar shingles.

The walls and ceiling of the circa 1873 second story were demolished, revealing sawn ceiling 
joists tied to rafters.  Salvaged tongue-and-groove boards were added to reinforce rafters. 
Three newer 2” x 4” studs were identified in the northwest wall.  This stud replacement 
likely followed the 1968 fire. 

A cement culvert associated with the creek was noted and later reported as destroyed.

Though no path was found during the present study, a loose brick path along the northwest 
elevation was reported. 

The post-1953 cellar access was 
closed and the interior access steps 
were trimmed and relocated to 
the reestablished, circa 1880 cellar 
access point via a trap door in the 
porch.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic 
Preservation circa 1976
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BUILDING EVOLUTION
Te

nu
re

s

Dates Description of Events

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
TR

U
ST

 T
E

N
U

R
E

1975 All gutters, downspouts, lightning rods, and cables were removed, set aside, and 
reinstalled following roof and chimney work.

Reaching behind parlor 
baseboards revealed two layers 
of floor.  Thus, floors in use at that 
time were not original.

A metal sanitary vent pipe was 
added for the bathroom. 

Parlor floor joists were found 
supported by a log girder running 
southeast to northwest for the 
length of the room.

Rotted verge boards were replaced.

Concrete block faced with brick 
and 8” poured and stepped (to 
match the slope of the land) 
concrete footings replaced the 
failing northeast wall of the 
cobblestone foundation on the 
circa 1880 addition.  

The foundation wall was originally 
set on cobblestones without 
footings.  Though a 1” bow was 
found in the northeast sill, studs 
and joists were deemed to have 
sufficient bearing surfaces.  Thus, 
the new foundation wall was 
constructed to follow the bowing 
sill.  This foundation wall remains 
intact to date.

The southwest shed at the end of 
porch was reclad in wood shiplap 
siding.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976
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N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
TR

U
ST

 T
E

N
U

R
E

1975

The single-story, hip-roof porch 
was removed.  This decision was 
made following the resolution to 
restore the house to the last period 
of Mason ownership. 

This porch ceiling was composed 
of rough-sawn nominal 1” x 6” 
planks on the large north plane, 
and finished nominal 1” x 6” 
planks on the two smaller side 
planes.  The porch was screened in 
at one point, but not originally.  

Sash moldings from the first and 
second construction phases did 
not match and windows held a mix 
of old and new glass.  The sashes 
were scraped, stripped, repaired, 
reglazed, and fitted.  Older glass 
was repositioned to high-visibility 
locations.

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976
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BUILDING EVOLUTION
Te
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Dates Description of Events

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
TR

U
ST

 T
E

N
U

R
E

1975

The southeast porch was described 
as originally constructed with log 
joists on a brick pier foundation 
and chamfered supports.

New rough lumber trim was 
applied inside the cellar door to 
cover pressure-treated framing 
that was used to support the porch 
floor and cellar door.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
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U
ST

 T
E

N
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1975 The parlor walls and ceiling were originally plaster, with Celotex boards and lattice battens 
applied at a later date.  Lath originally ran behind the door and window trim, as well as 
behind the brick chimney. 

Walls were refinished with drywall in an attempt to mimic a plaster appearance.

Resin core paper was found just outside the parlor’s balloon frame, suggesting that it was 
applied prior to the installation of the addition’s shiplap siding.

Diagonal bracing was found at the 
parlor’s east corner.  As this bracing 
was not mentioned during later 
repairs, it is possible that it was 
removed.

Horizontal tongue-and-groove 
boards were found on the dining 
room ceiling and walls when the 
drywall was removed.  As this 
cladding was not original and was 
not believed to date to the period 
of restoration, it was removed and, 
where salvageable, saved for use 
elsewhere in the house. 

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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1975

Spacing behind the trim around 
doors and windows of the dining 
room suggested that when the 
house was first constructed, lath 
was applied, then trim installed, 
and the room was plastered.  All 
salvageable trim pieces were 
removed and labeled.

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

The dining room drywall sat on 
the presumed original 1” x 6” 
chamfered baseboards with 1” 
quarter-round molding lining 
wood plank floors.  Baseboards 
were left mostly intact, with new 
wood patching in the dining 
room’s northwest corner.  It is 
not clear how much of the wood 
flooring was retained in this 
room. 

The kitchen ceiling was removed, 
revealing first whitewashed, 
then blue painted ceiling joists, 
suggesting that they were 
originally left exposed.  A new 
northwest kitchen door was 
installed with a rim lock salvaged 
from the barnyard.

The northeast quadrant of the 
dining room ceiling was rotted 
and not salvageable.  Joist 
patches and cracks were found 
in many places.  Joists were 
removed.  

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation circa 1976
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1975 Intact plaster and tongue-and-
groove boards revealed an 
earlier, winding stairwell behind a 
replacement straight staircase and 
drywall.  

A high plaster scar suggested 
a sloping stair ceiling.  Though 
this ceiling was not restored, 
the winding stairwell was 
reconstructed with one step in the 
dining room, four winders, and five 
steps in the main run.  A railing 
was constructed on the second 
story along the southeast floor 
edge of the stairwell and a door 
was installed on the second step 
leading from the dining room.

Drywall ceilings and walls of the two second-story, circa 1880 rooms were removed, 
revealing rough-sawn 2” x 4” joists.  Joists were removed, leveled, and tied to 1” x 6” 
rafters.  Evidence of lath staggered every seven rows was found behind window and 
door trim of this section, as well as behind the chimney in the smaller of the two rooms.  
Lath was previously removed and the walls and ceiling re-finished in drywall.  These two 
rooms and their adjoining hall were originally floored at one time, prior to the erection of 
partitions and the plastering of walls.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation 
circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation 
circa 1976
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1975
Plaster in the small, circa 1880 second-story hall was mostly intact.  Only minor patching 
was necessary.

In both attic spaces, rafters were tied to joists by painted and unpainted tongue-and-
groove boards salvaged from floors and walls elsewhere in the building.  Circa 1880 attic 
joists were rough-sawn 2” x 4” boards.

The second story of the first construction phase was partially insulated and drywalled.

The southwest bathroom wall was 
an early, non-load-bearing partition 
wall.  The partition wall sat directly 
on the earliest tongue-and-groove, 
random-width, pine flooring.  No 
break in lath along the southeast 
wall was found, but marking 
indicated that the partition was 
installed prior to plastering the 
walls.  The partition was made 
of four, rough 1” slabs nailed 
vertically to the floor and a shaped 
second-floor ceiling joist prior to 
installing ceiling lath.  Removing 
the partition wall was necessary in 
order to repair the floor.  The wall 
could not be reinstalled, but a new 
partition wall was constructed to 
the original dimensions.

In the bathroom, rotted floorboards, drywall, and baseboards were removed.  Covering 
the northeast wall was uninterrupted lath.  The northwest wall was deemed not original.  
Joists measuring 2” x 6” were partially rotted, poorly notched for plumbing, and sagging 
2” or more in places.  New 2” x 8” joists with Teco metal joist hangers were installed.  
These stronger joists helped carry the weight of new, heavy fixtures and removed existing 
sag without altering the ceiling height of the dining room below.  Waterproof drywall was 
installed on the bathroom walls and ceiling, as well as on the new partition wall using 
modern construction techniques.  Ceramic tile was installed over drywall in the shower/
bathtub.  Patterned vinyl Armstrong tiles were installed as flooring and framed by a 7” 
squared baseboard.

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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1975

Joists were 3” poles in the circa 
1854 building section.  Here, poles 
were flattened at bases, allowing 
for the attachment of lath when 
plaster was first applied.  By 1975, 
some had already been replaced 
by 2” x 4” substitutes.  Short, 
cross-framing 2” x 4” boards had 
also been applied to reinforce 
pole joists prior to the restoration. 
These smaller boards and any 
failing joists were removed and 
original and replaced joists were 
tied to rafters via painted and 
unpainted tongue-and-groove 
boards salvaged from floors and 
walls.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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1975

One mature tree was removed 
along the driveway due to 
“cramping.” This image also 
notes needed driveway culverts.  
Whether or not these culverts were 
installed is not known.  No culverts 
were visible during the current 
study.

1975-
1976

The previously enclosed northwest 
elevation entrance of the original 
building section was recovered 
after installing a new sill.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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1975-
1976

Paint layering on the southwest 
kitchen wall provided evidence 
for previous finishes.  The color 
sequence of kitchen wall paint, 
from most recent to earliest 
was green, ivory, red (faded and 
burned, with many bleeding 
shades), dark dull green, ivory, 
turquoise, light green, and bare 
wood. 

Blistering caused by the 1968 fire on the northwest wall revealed evidence of a 
chimney-centered faux mantel.  The mantel was thought to be original to the circa 
1873 construction.  Evidence of green then blue paint was found, followed by a chair 
rail applied up to the mantel height.  When the room was painted ivory, the mantel was 
removed and an added chair rail and the mantel ghosting were painted ivory.  Rust-
colored shading suggested the mantel was painted or stained.

1976
Cellar access point and walls were spot-patched from the cellar interior.

A brick path identified south of the creek and west of the driveway was destroyed when 
the creek bed was bulldozed. 

Tongue-and-groove, cedar and pine flooring was removed in the kitchen, revealing log 
floor joists laid in a southeast-northwest arrangement.  The two southwestern-most joists 
were rotted and removed.  Replacement wood flooring was installed atop the remaining 
south joists.

Bolts in a concrete pier in the kitchen floor suggested an early, attached washing machine.  
This pier was located adjacent to the southwest wall, near the modern sink and stove. 

The dining room chimney thimble was enclosed for safety.  The close proximity to the 
stove thimble and the kitchen flue required the closure of one to prevent fire.

Diagonal 1” x 6” framing braces were found in the kitchen’s southwest wall.  Cabinets and 
counters were removed, but tongue-and-groove boards and chair rails along that wall 
were retained.

A break was retained in the replacement wood weatherboard siding applied to the 
southeast elevation.

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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1976 Random-width, yellow pine 
floorboards originally covered 
the kitchen walls and ceiling. 
This composition was partially 
reconstructed during the 
restoration and remains intact to 
date.  Northeast wall cladding 
was not removed during the 
restoration.  

The northwest wall was fully 
replaced due to fire damage, and  
southeast and southwest tongue-
and-groove wall boards were 
removed and reinstalled.

A closet was installed below the restored stairs with a six-panel wood door originally used 
in the kitchen.  The door was trimmed to 5’ 8” to fit the space and now has only four panels.  

Glazed redware doorknobs found throughout the house were relocated to the first floor.

An old, four-panel wood door was purchased for the bathroom.

Electric baseboard heaters were installed below almost all the windows.

New, replica trim was fabricated for the windows and doors in the second-story, circa 1880 
rooms using traditional building techniques, old knives, and 50-year-old lumber.

Cabinetry was installed covering the southwest kitchen wall.  A cooktop stove was set 
above the southeast cabinets and a refrigerator and freezer were hidden in the northwest 
cabinets.  Below the cabinets, two salvaged trimmed, painted tongue-and-groove boards 
covered the cabinet base. Upper cabinets were installed two feet above the Formica 
countertops and cooktop stove for safety.  A recessed light was installed above the sink.

In order to meet specifications required for the under-counter refrigerator and freezer, 
countertops had to reach a finished height of 36.” At that height, the southwest window 
did not clear the countertop and was not approved for relocation, as such would 
jeopardize the accuracy of the exterior restoration and could result in a loss of funding.  

A simple wire hook indicated a site for hanging an oil lamp above the southwest window.

Source: Walker 1974-1976
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1977

Earliest possible date for enclosing 
the walk-in closet-turned-laundry 
room on the second floor. 

Earliest date that concrete globes 
were installed at the entrance.  
These globes were once part 
of gates acquired at the 1907 
Jamestown Exposition and 
installed at  Woodlawn Mansion 
by Elizabeth Sharpe.  The gates 
were removed sometime after 
the renovation of the gardens at 
Woodlawn in the 1950s.

1985
Approximate date that a stackable washer/dryer was installed in the kitchen’s north corner.

1992-
1993

A condition assessment of the 
circa 1880 addition, described a 
“shallow foundation of River Rock 
Rubble topped by two course 
of poor quality brick two wythes 
thick, a 9” x 9” x 21” dressed field 
stone entirely below grade at the 
south corner, and two brick piers 
carrying sills at their midpoint.” 
The brick and rubble foundation 
was completely compromised, with 
failed mortar joints.

Source: Walker 1974-1976

Source: Owens 1992aSource: Owens 1992a
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1992-
1993

Rubble was removed and bricks 
were saved.  In an attempt to 
widen the proximity of structural 
elements and the ground, material 
was removed to lower the grade 
to a minimum of 8” below the 
underside of the south corner 
sills.  New foundation footings 
were composed of poured 3,000-
PSI concrete, nominal 8” x 8” x 
16” concrete blocks, rebar, and 
poured concrete to fill voids.  The 
southwest sill was bolted to the 
foundation, and brick masonry 
walls were constructed measuring 
at least 8” in height between sill 
and ground level.

Identified below the parlor were 
transversely laid 2” x 6” sawn 
yellow pine joists, which were 
carried by two log girders with 
flattened upper faces. 

The circa 1880, southwest wall 6” x 
6” hand-hewn oak sill was rotted, 
disconnected from studs, and 
pulled away from the southeast 
sill.  The latter was also rotted and 
crumbling. The sills were replaced 
by new pressure-treated 6” x 6” 
Southern Yellow Pine (SYP) sills 
with half-lap corner joints and 
termite shields.  The new sills were 
pinned with galvanized 60d spikes 
driven into pre-drilled holes.

Source: Owens 1992a

Source: Owens 1992a
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1992-
1993 The log girder paralleling the 

southwest sill was rotted due to 
its direct contact with the ground.  
The rotten section was removed.  

The south corner post and first 
stud from the east were rotted near 
their bases.  Pressure-treated, 1-½” 
x 4”, #1-grade SYP stud and corner 
post sisters measuring 8’ in length 
were installed and attached to 
studs and posts with 3” galvanized 
deck screws.

Pressure-treated, nominal 2” 
x 6”, #1-grade SYP joist sisters 
measuring 8’ in length at relevant 
joists was installed.  The joist 
sisters had a 4” bearing on sills and 
full bearing on the center-span log 
girder.  Sisters were attached to 
joists using five 5” x ½”, #5-grade 
galvanized bolts with square 
washers on both sides and spaced 
1’ from ends and 1’-6” apart on the 
joist sister centerline.   

No vapor barrier was found 
between the parlor’s drywall and 
fiberglass insulation.  The lack of 
vapor barrier combined with the 
vapor-trapping fiberglass insulation 
created visible condensation 
problems such as de-grading 
exterior paint.  Thus, insulation 
was replaced and bituminous felt 
installed as sheathing.

Source: Owens 1992a

Source: Owens 1992a
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1993 Gutters at the southeast and southwest elevations of the circa 1880 addition were 
replaced.

2000 Approximate date that the stackable washer/dryer was removed and full washer and dryer 
were installed in the second-story laundry room.

2005 Approximate date that a modern corkboard, track lighting, and wall shelf were installed 
in the dining room along with a painted quotation from the Declaration of Independence 
and the name “Otis” vertically illustrated on the northwest wall.

The modern additions reflect the building’s most recent partial use as a Boy Scout 
meeting place.  The former dining room was most likely used as a troop meeting room 
during its last period of occupancy.
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Five: Setting and Landscape

When the Masons still occupied the house in the late nineteenth century, the surrounding landscape was meadow-
like and informal.  Lush, wooded areas surrounded much of the house, while a casual lawn of high grass met part 
of the building’s southeast and northeast elevations.  Fruiting trees and naturally growing shrubs and bushes 
combined with functional barrel planters and a tiered table for potted plants formed a relaxed setting for the 
Mason’s weekend retreat.

The circa 1900 image of the Otis Tufton Mason House is the only known photograph to date representing the Mason 
tenure.  When combined with previous research, historic maps, and later aerial photography, this photograph 
provides a more complete view of the changing setting and landscape of the house during the late nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries.

Aerial photography by Fairfax County provides additional information on the setting of the Otis Tufton Mason 
House since the Underwood period of ownership.  The earliest available photography dates to April 1937 (Figure 
16).  While imagery around the house clearly depicts open field areas to the east and agricultural buildings to 
the north, the driveway and immediate surroundings of the house are completely obscured by a canopy of lush 

vegetation.  The house itself is barely visible along the eastern edge of the forested area.

Figure 15. Otis Tufton Mason House, circa 1900

Source: Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning
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While no ground-level images from this period were located during background research, this aerial view may 

correspond with the few details of setting that were gleaned from the circa 1900, Mason-era photograph.  The 

placement of the house along the edge of the wooded area opens up part of its southeast and northeast elevations 

to the grassy meadow featured in the foreground of the family photograph.  The thick tree canopy enveloping 

the building to the north and west in the circa 1900 photograph appears similar to that which remains intact in the 

1937 aerial.

Though it is difficult to discern the type of vegetation near the house in the 1937 aerial, it is apparent that some 

trees or bushes do continue around the building’s south side before a break exposes part of the southeast and 

northeast elevations.  The fruit-bearing tree present in the circa 1900 photograph could be the same shown 

alongside the southeast elevation in the 1937 aerial. 

ACCESS AND AGRICULTURE

A study by Leslie Plant Mayer in 1981 suggested that the section of the Otis Tufton Mason House driveway closest 

to the house has remained relatively intact since the building’s mid-nineteenth-century construction.  A map drawn 

for the Mayer study shows the winding driveway extending to the then Accotink Turnpike and concluding in an 

irregular turnaround along the northwest edge of the house (Figure 17).  The 1879 Hopkins map, the earliest map 

that labels the Otis Tufton Mason House , also includes a basic outline for a drive leading to the house (Figure 18).  

This label, however, appears to lead from a spot slightly farther east along Accotink Turnpike before traveling to 

the house in a straight, non-winding, path.  As it describes a much larger area, the Hopkins map may not provide 

the most accurate account of drives throughout the vicinity. 

Figure 16. Detail, Aerial Photograph, April 30, 1937

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch
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(Above) Figure 17. Map 8, Landscape 
Features of the Mason Period

Source: Leslie Plant Mayer, Woodlawn Historical 
Site, Mount Vernon, Virginia, June 1981

(Left) Figure 18.  Detail of the 1879 “Mt. 
Vernon Dist. No. 3,” Map from Atlas 
of Fifteen Miles around Washington, 
including the County of Montgomery, 
Maryland

Source: Library of Congress
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If Mayer’s placement of the driveway during the Mason period of occupancy is correct, it is likely that a bridge 

has traversed the stream at or near the current crossing since the Otis Tufton Mason House was constructed.  This 

bridge has since been replaced on at least two occasions, with the latest replacement dating to the 1990s.  During 

the 1970s restoration of the house, a cement culvert was also reported at the stream, but by 1975, it had been 

destroyed (Walker 1974-1976).  Large cement pieces still present in the stream today may be the remains of this 

culvert (Figure 19).

With the construction of the Sharpe Stable 

Complex around 1913, the agricultural 

buildings were situated atop the former 

west-curving section of the Otis Tufton 

Mason House drive (Figure 20).  According 

to Mayer’s study, the current arrangement 

of the driveway matches that which was 

present during the Sharpe period, with 

the exception of the island of grass and 

trees added within the center of the 

turnaround following the acquisition of 

the property by the National Trust (Figure 

21) (Mayer 1981).  

Along with the Sharpe-added agricultural 

buildings, a large cow pasture was created 

in the flat area east of the complex and 

house.  During the Underwood tenure, in 

Figure 19. Possible Culvert Remains in Stream, Looking West 
from Sharpe Stable Complex

Figure 21. Map 16, Landscape Features of the 
National Trust Period

Source: Leslie Plant Mayer, Woodlawn Historical Site, Mount 
Vernon, Virginia, June 1981

Figure 20. Map 12, Landscape Features of the 
Sharpe Period

Source: Leslie Plant Mayer, Woodlawn Historical Site, Mount 
Vernon, Virginia, June 1981
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Figure 22. Detail, Aerial Photograph, December 17, 1953

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch
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the 1930s, a cattle pasture was still used, albeit smaller, and the rest of what used to be the larger pasture was used 

to cultivate alfalfa.  When the National Trust took over the property, the flatter areas comprising much of Mason’s 

original tract became used for equestrian activities (Figure 22).  Used for polo fields beginning in 1952, the present 

primary use of the National Trust-owned tract as a riding school with large areas reserved for horse pasturing 

began in the late 1970s (Mayer 1981).  

The current alignment of U.S. Route 1 was also constructed during Sharpe’s tenure.  The only remaining section 

of the previous alignment continues to serve as a slightly U-shaped driveway leading into the stable complex.  

Though traffic has increased along U.S. Route 1 since this realignment, the addition of a trees between the current 

and previous alignment provides yet another buffer between the Otis Tufton Mason House and the highway 

(Figure 23).
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Aerial imagery of the Otis Tufton Mason House includes a faint path indicating a driveway in 1953 (Figure 24).  The 

only earlier aerial photograph of the house found during research dated to 1937 and was taken in April, during a 

period of full foliage.  Thus, a thick tree canopy prohibits a view of much of the area surrounding the house (see 

Figure 16).  The driveway extended only to the south end of the house in all aerial photographs until 1974, when 

it looped around the building to the south and east before reconnecting with the previous drive just south of the 

stream (Figure 25).  

Corresponding to the Walker restoration, the driveway was in the process of being reconstituted as a single path 

with an elliptical turnaround at the house in 1976 (Figure 26).  During this reconstruction, one tree was removed 

Figure 23. Previous (Left) and Current (Right) U.S. Route 1 Alignments, Looking West

Figure 24. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 
December 17, 1953

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch

Figure 25. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 1974

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch



Otis Mason House: Architectural Inventory 59

Fi
ve

: S
et

tin
g 

an
d 

La
nd

sc
ap

e

from the driveway area to provide more space (Walker 1974-1976).  This drive is clearly visible throughout the 1980s 

but begins to fade from aerial view in the 1990s (Figures 27 and 28).  In recent years, the elliptical end of the drive 

is barely visible in aerial imagery only during periods of light foliage (Figure 29).

The two-rail, mortised split-rail fence line surrounding much of the Otis Tufton Mason House today began to take 

its current shape to the south as early as 1978 (Figure 30).  By 1984, the line along the building’s northwest elevation 

was in place (Figure 31).  The lines to the north and east, partially composed of post and wire, are not as clearly 

visible as the more substantial wood fence in any aerial views of the property.

Figure 28. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 1998

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch

Figure 26. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 1976

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch

Figure 27. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 1986

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch

Figure 29. Detail, Aerial Photograph, April 30, 2011

Source: Commonwealth of Virginia, Google Earth
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PLANTINGS AND DETAILS

The immediate surroundings of the Otis Tufton Mason House contain both planted and unplanted vegetation, 
including two planted shrubs along the northwest elevation.  One shrub, planted in a loose brick planter carries 
the shrub lies close to the façade (Figure 32).  The brick is missing or out of alignment in several places along the 
low planter wall (Figures 33 and 34).  The planter extends southwest to the juncture of the original building and 

the circa 1880 addition.  Two more planted shrubs flank the main entrance (Figure 35).  All planted vegetation and 

planters are non-historic additions to the house.  

Figure 30. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 1978

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch

Figure 31. Detail, Aerial Photograph, 1984

Source: Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services Branch

Figure 32. Planters and Shrubs Along the North-
west Elevation

Figure 33. Looking Southwest
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Figure 34. Looking Northeast

Figure 35. Plantings Flanking Main Entrance
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During the 1970s restorations by the Walkers, a brick path was identified along the northwest building elevation.  

Photographs taken near the end of the project revealed a restored brick path linking the driveway to the northwest 

entrances, façade entrance, and around the southwest elevation to the end of the southeast porch (Figures 36-

38).  It is unclear if this path extended around the southeast elevation (Figure 39).  With the placement of the brick 

walkway lining at least three elevations, the restoration returned to a relatively cleared immediate periphery similar 

to that seen in the circa 1880 photograph of the house.  

This path was not detectable during site visits for the current study.  Laura Walker also noted an additional, similar 

brick path located south of the stream and west of the driveway.  This path was destroyed in 1976 when the stream 

bed was bulldozed.

Figure 39. Southeast Elevation, circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation

Figure 36. Northwest Elevation, circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation

Figure 37. Façade, circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation

Figure 38. Southwest Elevation, circa 1976

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation
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Also pictured in two of the circa 1976 photographs are concrete globes set northeast of the façade (see Figures 

36 and 37).  As views of the building from this period depict work in progress, it is unclear if these spheres were to 

remain at their pictured locations a few feet from the façade, possibly flanking a walkway, or if the spheres were 

intended to flank the façade-entrance steps at that 

time, as they do to date (Figure 40).  These globes were 

once part of gates acquired at the 1907 Jamestown 

Exposition and installed at Woodlawn Mansion by 

Elizabeth Sharpe (Figure 41).  The gates were removed 

sometime after the renovation of the gardens at 

Woodlawn in the 1950s.

The simple wood steps currently leading to the doors 

on the façade and northwest elevation match those in 

the 1970s restoration photographs (see Figures 37 and 

40).  These steps were most likely copied from the circa 

1880 Mason photograph, though other details present 

in this image have not been replicated (see Figure 15).  

Figure 40. Façade, Showing Concrete Globes

(Below) Figure 41. Underwood Estate, Woodland 
[sic]. Gate, Harris & Ewing, Photographer, Between 
1925 and 1945

Source: Library of Congress



64

For instance, planted shrubs now cover much of the façade where wood barrel planters flanked the entrance in the 

circa 1880 photograph.  Also of interest in this photograph is the multi-tiered table of potted plants visible on the 

southeast porch.  Though the types of plants carried on this table are unknown and the table is not in full view, it 

remains an interesting element of the informal landscape surrounding the Mason’s weekend retreat.

TOPOGRAPHY AND TERRAIN

Constructed within an undulating landscape, the Otis Tufton Mason House sits above relatively flat and gradually 

rolling expanses to the east (Figures 42 and 43).  Though lower than the elevation of Woodlawn Mansion, the 

house is situated on a hill above areas of horse pasturing and slightly above the Sharpe Stable Complex (Figure 

44).  U.S. Route 1 and Mount Vernon Memorial Highway lie to the north and east, while streams branching from 

Dogue Creek to the south and southeast frame these areas.  Primarily composed of opened space now used 

for equestrian purposes, there are few trees found on the roughly 30 acres besides those lining the parcel along 

OTIS TUFTON
MASON HOUSE

SHARPE
STABLE COMPLEX

Figure 42. Looking West to Otis Tufton Mason House (Left) and Sharpe Stable Complex (Right)

Figure 43. Looking Northwest to Otis Tufton Mason House
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the highways and along a road trace that divides horse paddocks to the north and south.  However, a paddock 

enclosure east of the house and the perimeter of the immediate house grounds are lined by a variety of tall trees 

that prohibit visibility between the house, east paddocks, and highways during periods of full foliage. 

Streams from Dogue Creek travel north and east between the flatter open spaces used for horse grazing and 

outdoor equestrian activities and the relatively wooded paddock just east of the Otis Tufton Mason House (Figure 

45).  A line of vegetation follows the 

path of the stream in a north-south 
direction just west of a paddock 
that holds a modern water tank and 
three non-historic, run-in sheds.  It 
continues in an east-west direction 
immediately south of the large and 
small stables.  The east-west stream 
arm forms a natural barrier between 
the Otis Tufton Mason House and 
the Sharpe Stable Complex.  

The Otis Tufton Mason House sits 
at a higher elevation than the field 
expanses to the east and slightly 

higher than the buildings composing 

the Sharpe Stable Complex to the 

north.  The land farther west to higher 

elevations (Figures 46-48).  From the 

house, Woodlawn Baptist Church 

and Cemetery are not visible due 

to the location of that parcel atop a 

higher elevation on the opposite side 

Figure 44. Looking West to Otis Tufton Mason House, Sharpe Stable 
Complex, U.S. Route 1, and Woodlawn Mansion, (left to right)

WOODLAWN
MANSION

US ROUTE 1

OTIS TUFTON
MASON HOUSE

SHARPE
STABLE COMPLEX

Figure 45. Modern Aerial Photograph

Source: Google Maps
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of a forested, hilly divide of land.  From the church property, the buildings are barely visible during winter months 
between this small but densely wooded area.  The undulating topography, however, completely obscures a clear 

view between the church parcel and stables and Otis Tufton Mason House during much of the year (Figure 49).

Figure 46. Looking North to Otis Tufton Mason House

Figure 47. Looking East to Sharpe Stable Complex Left) and Otis Tufton Mason House (Right)
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Figure 48. Looking Southeast to Otis Tufton Mason House and Horse Pastures

Figure 49. Looking West from Woodlawn Baptist Church Tract
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IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS TODAY

Of the over 56-acre parcel that the house sits on, about two-thirds are regularly used by the current tenant of the 

Sharpe Stable Complex (Figure 50).  A two-rail, mortised split-rail fence frames the Otis Tufton Mason House’s 

perimeter.  A low picket gate opening sits near the west corner of the house, while a single section of the south 

fence is missing (Figures 51 and 52).  This opening leads to a small field with a two-bay, run-in shed.  This shed, 

constructed circa 1970, is not specifically associated with the Otis Tufton Mason House and is not located within 

its fenced boundary (Figure 53).  A post-and-wire fence lined by overgrowing vegetation defines a portion of the 

eastern edge of the Otis Tufton Mason House rough boundary (Figures 50 and 54).  According to staff at Woodlawn 

Stables, the fencing throughout the property is repaired and replaced where necessary and has been mostly intact 

since the 1950s.  The fencing closest to the Otis Tufton Mason House, however, was installed in the last 40 years.

Though the immediate surroundings of the house are now used by Woodlawn Stables, this modern use of the 

adjoining acreage has helped the house retain the integrity of its setting.  The Otis Tufton Mason House sits in 

an area of the property where, depending on the time of year, there is little-to-no visibility between it and the 

busy U.S. Route 1 or nearby development not related to the stables.  Surrounded by cleared horse paddocks and 

wooded areas consisting of both mature and new vegetative growth, the rural setting of the house is maintained 

despite its now-suburban location.

The high grassy lawn surrounding the house now intermingles with overgrowing mint and other herbs, privet, and 

planted and unplanted trees.  The tall, naturally flowering grass of the early house photograph is not unlike the 

current, natural meadow-like ground covering surrounding much of the Otis Tufton Mason House.   A magnolia 

tree planted approximately 20 years ago, according to a former resident, now sits amid the tall grass near the 

building’s southwest elevation (see Figures 52 and 53).  

Figure 50. Immediate Setting, Otis Tufton Mason House

Source: NAD 83, UTM Zone 18N; ESRI World Imagery
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Figure 52. Fence Break, Looking Southwest

Figure 51. Gate, Looking Northeast
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Figure 53. Run-in shed, Looking Southwest

Figure 54. Looking Northeast to Post-and-Wire Fence
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A well with a square-shaped cover is located southeast of the house (Figure 55).  During 1970s restoration work, a 

trench was dug to link a new sump pump from the cellar to this well.  Another manmade maintenance element is 

located east of the circa 1880 addition.  Covered by a concrete slab and plywood topped with pylons, maintenance 

files state that this rectangular-shaped area marks that a septic tank was installed at this location in 1968 (Figure 56). 

The area just northwest of the fence, which is now primarily used for horse grazing, was once directly associated 

with the house (Figure 57).  Here, what was once the primary, narrow driveway for the house remains flanked by 

five mature oak trees before looping back south toward the stream bridge (Figures 58 and 59).  The driveway trace 

remains visually detectable from on-site views, though the tree canopy shields visibility from most aerial views 

(Figure 60).  

The setting and immediate landscape surrounding the house has been informal since the building’s construction 

in the mid-nineteenth century.  A variety of planters, brick walks, fences, and drives have been placed and replaced 

within the building’s setting since before its oldest known photograph was taken around 1880.  These small 

additions and deletions to the landscape never reflected a high-style, designed setting for the vernacular building.  

Instead, setting elements reflected both the needs of occupants through time and the building’s use at first as a 

Figure 55. Looking Southeast to Covered Well

Figure 56. Looking Northeast to Covered Septic Tank



72

casual, weekend retreat and later as a modest farmhouse and rental home.  The formality in the landscaping of 

other nearby properties is not depicted at the Otis Tufton Mason House, but the combination of naturally growing 

and planted vegetation with humble decorative landscape elements has remained constant since the nineteenth 

century.

Figure 57. Looking Northwest to Grazing Area and Otis Tufton Mason House

Figure 58. Driveway, Looking North from Otis Tufton Mason House
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Figure 59. Driveway, Looking South to Otis Tufton Mason House

Figure 60. Tree Canopy North and West of Otis Tufton Mason House
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Six: Exterior Envelope and Fenestration

The wood-frame Otis Tufton Mason House is clad in wood weatherboard and shiplap siding, while the cross-

gabled roof is covered in square-butt cedar shingles.  Similar square-butt cedar shingles adorn a single shed-

roof porch that spans the southeastern elevation of the rear ell.  Two interior corbelled brick chimneys pierce 

the roof: one in the ridgeline at the juncture of the original building and circa 1873 addition, and another in 

the gable end of the circa 1880 building section.  The following descriptions begin with the house’s façade 

continuing to its rear.  Following this, the porch, roof, cellar, and foundation are described.

EXTERIOR ENVELOPE AND FENESTRATION

Description

E
X
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R

The last section of the building was 
built circa 1880.  This northeast-facing 
addition serves as the building’s 
current façade. 

The southwestern-most building 
section dates to circa 1873.

Northeast Elevation

Side and Rear Elevations, West Oblique
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EXTERIOR ENVELOPE AND FENESTRATION

Description
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The original circa 1854 building is 
now the central portion of the rear 
ell.

Southeast Elevation

Northwest Elevation

Closeup of Central Portion, Southeast Elevation
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CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description
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The circa 1880 balloon-framed 
ell measures approximately 21’ 
wide across the façade and about 
14’ along the single-pile side 
elevations.  Wood shiplap siding 
covers all exposed exterior walls 
of this building section.  The 
façade includes a symmetrical bay 
arrangement, with three bays on the 
first story and two on the second.  
First- and second-story windows are 
aligned with first-story bays flanking 
a centrally set entrance bay.    

East Oblique

Northeast Elevation
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CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description

C
IR

C
A

 1
88

0 
A

D
D

IT
IO

N

The north and east corners include 
slender wood corner boards, while 
the southeast elevation has a single 
bay of two centrally set upper- and 
lower-story windows.

The northwest elevation’s two-
window bay is offset closer the 
building’s north corner.

A square, poured concrete landing 
leads to a short stair of three 
wood steps flanked decorative 
concrete globes.  Atop the steps 
is a replaced, wood, four-paneled 
door that sits behind a modern vinyl 
storm door.

Southeast Elevation

Northwest Elevation

Façade Entrance



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

Si
x:

 E
xt

er
io

r 
En

ve
lo

pe
 a

nd
 F

en
es

tr
at

io
n

79

CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description
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On this building section, all windows 
are vertical two-over-two wood 
sash, with most set behind modern 
vinyl storm windows.  In the lower 
sash of the northernmost window 
on the lower story is a detached air 
conditioning unit.  Simple wood 
surrounds with slender sills and 
hoods frame the windows and 
doors.

Southernmost Window, 
Façade First Story

Southernmost Window, 
Façade Second Story

Northernmost Window, 
Façade Second Story

First-Story Window, Southeast 
Elevation

Second-Story Window, Southeast 
Elevation

Northernmost Window, Façade First 
Story

Second-Story Window, Northwest 
Elevation

First-Story Window, Northwest 
Elevation
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CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description
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The original building section 
primarily covers the southwest 
elevation of the circa 1880 addition.

FIRST PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION

Description
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N The roughly 16” x 14’4” balloon-
framed central building section, 
constructed circa 1854, defines 
the building’s first phase of 
construction.  Following the second 
and third phases of construction, 
the building’s first façade was lost 
and is no longer detectable.  Side 
elevations of the first building 
section are completely obscured 
by the second and third building 
additions.

South Oblique

Southeast Elevation
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FIRST PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION

Description
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Both the southeast and northwest 
elevations host entrance doors, but 
only the southeast elevation features 
symmetrical bays.  The symmetrical 
arrangement of the southeast elevation 
may indicate the location of the building’s 
first façade.  The three symmetrical bays 
of the southeast elevation sit below 
the shed-roof porch.  The fenestration 
arrangement is similar to that on the 
façade, with two two-story window bays 
flanking a single-story entrance bay.

While the northwest elevation lacks a 
break to help aid in weather protection, 
the break in the southeast siding 
aids in identifying separate phases of 
construction.

The juncture of the original and the circa 
1880 building sections juxtaposes wood 
weatherboard siding with the shiplap 
siding of the later addition, giving yet 
another clue to the phases of construction.

Northwest Elevation

Break at Porch FloorBreak at Porch Ceiling

Looking North
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FIRST PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION

Description
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A single wood step leads from the 
porch floor to the four-paneled 
wood entrance door set behind a 
modern vinyl storm door.

Windows on this and the northwest 
elevation are composed of six-
over-six wood sash, sometimes set 
behind modern storm windows or 
screens.

Southeast Elevation Entrance

Northernmost Window, First Story Southernmost Window, First Story

Southernmost Window, 
Second Story

Northernmost Window, 
Second Story
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FIRST PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION

Description
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Two wood steps lead to the 
recovered, four-paned wood 
entrance on the northwest elevation.  
An aluminum storm door covers the 
entrance.  The door and window 
surrounds on this section are 
identical to those on the circa 1880 
addition.

The window bay sits immediately 
south of the entrance.

First-Story Window Second-Story Window

First-Story Fenestration Configuration, 
Northwest Elevation

Entrance Door, Northwest 
Elevation
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CIRCA 1873 ADDITION

Description

C
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N The small, approximately 14” x 14’4” 
addition was constructed along the 
southwest elevation of the original 
building circa 1873.  This second 
phase of construction includes 
two additional entrances on the 
southeast and northwest elevations, 
as well as the rear elevation of the 
entire Otis Tufton Mason House.

Southeast Elevation

Northwest Elevation

South Oblique
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CIRCA 1873 ADDITION

Description
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The southeast elevation is divided 
into two bays.  The southernmost 
bay features an entrance on the first 
story and window on the second.  A 
single, low wood step leads from 
the porch floor to the six-light, 
paneled wood door.  The door is 
covered by a vinyl storm door.  The 
northernmost bay includes a first- 
and second-story window.  The 
three windows on this elevation, 
as well as those on the northwest 
and southwest elevations, include a 
six-over-six wood sash composition.  
Some sash are covered by vinyl 
storm windows or aluminum screen.  
All doors and windows on this 
addition include simple surrounds 
identical to those on the circa 1854 
and 1880 building sections.

Entrance

Second-Story WindowFirst-Story WindowSecond-Story Window
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CIRCA 1873 ADDITION

Description
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The northwest elevation features a similar arrangement with a two-bay composition.  However, on 
this elevation, a first-story entrance solely composes the southernmost bay, while the northernmost 
bay includes two windows.  The four-panel wood door sits behind an aluminum storm door and is 
devoid of access steps.   

First-Story Fenestration

First-Story WindowEntrance

Second-Story Window
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CIRCA 1873 ADDITION

Description
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The rear, or southwest, elevation 
includes a centrally set bay of two 
windows marking the first and 
second floors.

PORCH

Description

P
O

R
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H

Six slender, chamfered wood 
posts carry a shed porch roof 
along the southeast elevation of 
the circa 1854 and 1873 portions 
of the house.  The porch roof is 
clad in square-butt cedar shingles.  
The southwest shed end is clad in 
wood shiplap siding.

Second-Story WindowFirst-Story Window

South Oblique

Chamfered Post Support at FloorChamfered Post Support at 
Ceiling Joist
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PORCH

Description

P
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A pre-1970s concrete step lines 
the southeast edge of the porch 
floor, wrapping around the south 
corner.

At the south end of the porch, 
fronting the door bay of the circa 
1873 addition, the floor is topped 
by plywood.  Roof framing rafters 
and joists are exposed at the 
porch ceiling.

Step at South Corner

Second-Story Window

Looking Southwest
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ROOF

Description

R
O

O
F

Two gabled ells compose the 
cross-gabled roof.  The two earliest 
building sections lie below a now-
seamless northeast-southwest 
gable.  The circa 1880 side-gabled 
ell creates the building’s L shape, 
and has a northwest-southeast 
configuration.  The roof is covered 
in square-butt cedar shingles.

The earlier corbeled brick chimney 
is located in what was originally 
the interior southwest gable end 
of the building’s first phase of 
construction.

Looking North

Circa 1854 Chimney

Looking Northwest
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ROOF

Description

R
O

O
F

A second interior corbeled brick 
chimney was added circa 1880 
at the northwest gable end of 
the latest ell.  This chimney has a 
modern, capped metal flue pipe.

Four copper lightning rods with attached cables are present in roof ridgeline.

Southeast Gable End, Looking NorthCentral Ridgeline, Looking North

Original Chimney, Looking NorthwestSoutheast Gable End, Looking Northwest

Circa 1880 Chimney (Left) and Original Chimney (Right)



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

Si
x:

 E
xt

er
io

r 
En

ve
lo

pe
 a

nd
 F

en
es

tr
at

io
n

91

ROOF

Description

R
O

O
F

A metal sanitary pipe, modern gutters and 
downspouts, and a modern satellite dish 
attached to the southeast gable are among 
the addition, non-historic roof elements.

CELLAR

Description

C
E

LL
A

R Constructed circa 1854, the small 
cellar is part of the oldest building 
section.  

Cellar Floor Plan

Circa 1854 and 1880 Roof Juncture, Looking 
Northwest

Southeast Gable, Looking North

Cellar

Circa-1880 Addition

Circa-1873 Addition

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Fieldstone

Brick Veneer

Change in
  Material

Chimney

11’.8”

14’.3”

3’.6”

N

Not to Scale
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CELLAR

Description

C
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The roughly 14’-3” x 11’-8” cellar has a post-1930s 
poured concrete floor and fieldstone foundation 
walls.  While fieldstone walls may have initially 
been dry laid, mortar and plaster patching both 
between and atop stones is evident.

The reestablished access point and relocated wood stairs remain intact via the trap door in the 
porch floor.  The stairwell measures approximately 3’-6” wide.  

The southeast fieldstone wall behind the relocated 
stairs slopes downward below the stairs from 
the porch access point to the cellar floor.  This 
arrangement may indicate that these fieldstones 
were laid as such to further support the original 
set of stairs.  The stairs now rest atop a rectangular 
concrete slab that does not appear to be attached 
to the cellar floor.

View Down into Cellar View Looking Up to Porch From Cellar

Looking Northeast From Stair Landing, Looking North
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CELLAR

Description

C
E
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The trap door is located in the porch 
floor on the southeast elevation, 
immediately southwest of the 
juncture of the circa 1854 and 1873 
building section.

The cellar door is attached to the 
porch floor via three short, tapered 
iron strap hinges and secured by a 
metal hasp.

No pin or padlock was present 
during the site visits for the current 
study.  The door is made operable 
by a thick rope handle.

Porch Floor, Southeast Elevation

Iron Strap Hinges 

Rope Handle 
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CELLAR

Description

C
E
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Original and replacement structural 
members supporting the central 
portion of the building are visible 
from the cellar interior.  From the 
cellar, notches in hand-hewn sills 
show the location of original hand-
hewn sills alongside later-installed 
replacement joists.

An intact log girder with a flattened 
upper face supporting the circa 1880 
addition is visible from the cellar via 
a small crawlspace.  This crawlspace 
is not mentioned in the Walker or 
Owens notes or drawings, though it 
does appear to predate both.  It is 
possible that this opening once held 
a two-light wood window similar to 
that still present in the northwest 
wall.  

Central Support

Looking North

Looking Northeast
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CELLAR

Description

C
E
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Non-historic, replacement bricks compose the 
section of the chimney visible from the cellar 
interior.  

Modern updates and appliances located in the 
cellar include a water heater, electrical panel, 
a light fixture and switch, and rolled fiberglass 
insulation. 

No stove is currently attached to the chimney, though the presence of a thimble within the 
chimney’s northeast face suggests that such did exist in the cellar at some point. 

The sump pump installed in 1975 is located at the 
east corner of the cellar floor.  It is connected to a 
covered well located southeast of the house.

Looking West Looking South to Stair

Looking South to StairLooking Southeast
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FOUNDATION

Description
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A fieldstone foundation repointed 
in 1975 supports the two earlier 
building sections, while the 
northeast ell is a combination of 
materials as a result of 1970s and 
1990s repairs.  Brick veneer covers 
the foundation of the circa 1880 
addition.

Foundation Plan 

Foundation at Circa 1880 and Circa 1854 Juncture Circa 1880 Addition Foundation

Cellar

Circa-1880 Addition

Circa-1873 Addition

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Crawlspace
    Access

Fieldstone

Brick Veneer

Change in
  Material

Chimney

11’.8”

14’.3”

3’.6”

N

Not to Scale
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FOUNDATION

Description
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U
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Access points for crawlspaces are located below the southwest and northwest elevations of the 
circa 1873 addition, and in the northwest and southeast elevations of the circa 1880 addition.  A 
single trap door in the southeast porch floor leads to a cellar below the original building.

Northwest Elevation Access, Circa 1873 Addition

Southeast Elevation Access, Circa 1880 AdditionNorthwest Elevation Access, Circa 1880 Addition

Southwest Elevation Access, Circa 1873 Addition
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Seven: House Interior

This house includes a parlor, middle or dining room, and kitchen on the first floor; three bedrooms, a bathroom, 

a laundry room, and hallways on the second floor; and two attic spaces.  Descriptions begin at the current 

entry room, the parlor, and continue through the middle, or dining room, then into the kitchen.  The stairwell 

description leads to the second-story main hall, before continuing with the two bedrooms and hallway composing 

the second story of the circa 1880 ell.  The bathroom and laundry room will follow, while the rear bedroom will 

conclude the second-story description.  Attic spaces accessed from the rear and north corner bedrooms are 

described with those rooms.

FIRST FLOOR

Description
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The first-story interior is divided into 
three spaces: parlor, dining room, 
and kitchen.

First-Story Floor Plan
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FIRST FLOOR

Description

PA
R
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By the 1970s restoration, the 
approximately 19’-2” x 13’-1” 
primary entrance room was referred 
to as the “Parlor”.  The parlor 
composes the first floor of the circa 
1880 gabled ell addition. Walls 
and ceilings are finished in drywall.  
Various modern cable, telephone, 
and power outlets, a light switch, 
and an air conditioning dial are set 
within the drywall throughout the 
room.  The ceiling height varies 
slightly between 7’-7” and 7’-10” 
throughout the room.  A non-historic 
metal vent and centrally set ceiling 
fan are located in the ceiling. 

Northwest Wall

West Corner

South Corner
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FIRST FLOOR

Description

PA
R
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The current interior view presents 
plank wood flooring framed by an 
approximately 6” baseboard with 
a 1” quarter-round base trim.  A 
slightly shorter baseboard frames 
the chimney base.  Foam insulation 
has been sprayed at the baseboard/
floor juncture at the west corner of 
the room, and continues up the west 
edge of the chimney/wall juncture.

A thin square wood trim lines the 
wall and ceiling at the chimney.  The 
stove is a non-historic replacement 
attached to the brick chimney at 
the northwest wall.  The stove and 
the tile base on which it sits were 
likely installed during the 1970s 
restoration, though no record of 
such was located during background 
research. 

Looking Northwest

West Corner

South Corner
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FIRST FLOOR

Description

PA
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From the parlor, the dining room is accessed by a single step set at the base of a stepped wood 
casing-framed doorway whose door has been removed.  Door hardware evidence is visible from 
the dining room.

The four-panel wood front door framed by a 
simple, stepped wood casing in the northeast 
wall includes a rim lock that was added in the 
1970s with a glazed redware knob.  A non-historic 
deadbolt and standard latch lock are also present 
on this door.

Simple wood jambs and sills surround windows.  Attached to the baseboard below each window is 
an electric heater added during the 1970s restoration.

Northeast Wall Window

Latch, Rim lock, and Deadbolt Locks

Northwest Wall Window

Looking Northeast
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FIRST FLOOR

Description

D
IN

IN
G

 R
O

O
M

The first floor of the circa 1854 
building section was referred to as 
the dining room by the time of the 
1970s restoration and measures 
roughly 15’-5” x 13’-4”, which 
includes an approximately 3’-4¾” 
x 6’-4¼” staircase leading to the 
second floor along the northwest 
wall.  

The ceiling height measures 7’-2” 
throughout the room.  A metal floor 
vent and modern ceiling light fixture 
are located just northwest of the 
chimney.

Drywall covers the walls and ceiling 
of the dining room.  

Attached to the baseboard below 
each southeast wall window and 
below the added southwest wall 
shelf is an electric heater added 
during the 1970s restoration. 
Various modern cable, telephone, 
and power outlets, a light switch, 
and an air conditioning dial are set 
within the drywall throughout the 
room.  From the cellar, notched 
sills are visible that indicate the size 
and placement of log joists of the 
original floor.  

A large, modern corkboard framed 
on two sides sits immediately above 
the baseboard on the northwest wall 
and reaches almost to the ceiling.  
Directly above the corkboard, 
modern track lighting was added 
consisting of three lights. 

Looking East

Looking West

Looking South

Looking North
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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Chamfered baseboards are 1” x 6” 
with a 1” quarter-round molding 
resting on wood plank floors.

The winding stairwell includes one step in 
the dining room, four winders, and five steps 
in the main run.  The tread run of the stairs is 
approximately 8 ½”, with winders varying and a 
riser height of about 8 9/16” in the roughly 2’-11” 
x 6’-4” interior stairwell space.  An irregularly 
shaped baseboard follows the stair angle to 
the second story.  A low wood railing lines the 
southeast floor edge of the stairwell.  

Baseboard at Chimney and Southwest Wall Juncture

Base of Stairs

RailingMain Run
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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Hardware and evidence of hardware 
suggests that a door was installed 
at the second step.  That door has 
since been removed.

A closet is located below the stairs.  
Enclosing the closet is a trimmed, 
four-paneled wood door.  The 
door is hung with metal hinges and 
accessed by a metal rim lock with a 
redware knob.  A single wood closet 
rod extends the width of the closet 
interior.  Three painted, angled 
framing members are visible from 
the closet’s interior.

Hardware Evidence of Hardware

Stairwell Closet

Hardware Hinge

Closet Interior
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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The chimney thimble has been filled 
in.  A simple line of square trim 
frames the chimney at the southwest 
wall, while crown molding serves as 
its ceiling trim.  The chimney, unlike 
that in the parlor, has no stove and 
no baseboard. 

To the right of the chimney is a non-
historic shelf that runs the length of 
that section of the southwest wall, 
slightly wrapping around to attach 
to the northwest wall.

Looking West Looking South

Along Southwest Wall

Top of Shelf
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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All three intact, full-size doors are 
in working order, constructed of 
wood, and feature a four-paneled, 
windowless arrangement.  Simple 
wood jambs, sills, and thresholds 
surround the dining room windows 
and doors.  While evidence of a rim 
lock is intact on the southeast door, 
only a metal handle, deadbolt lock, 
and its original hinges remain.

Southeast Door

Evidence of Rim lock

Hinge

Threshold
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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Original hinges and a metal rim 
lock with a redware knob are both 
present on the northwest door along 
with two metal deadbolt locks.

Hinged on the dining room side, 
the door leading to the kitchen also 
maintains its metal rim lock with a 
redware knob.

Northwest  Door

Southwest Wall

Hinge

HingeRim lock

Rim lock
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FIRST FLOOR

Description

K
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The circa 1873 kitchen measures 
roughly 13’-5½” x 13’-3¾”.  
Non-historic cabinets cover the 
southwest wall and the lower 
portion of the southwest window.  
The cabinets are clad in a vertical 
board veneer and include 1970s 
metal hardware.  A modern, metal-
hooded stove and dishwasher sit 
within the wall of cabinets.  Below 
the cabinets, two salvaged trimmed, 
painted tongue-and-groove boards 
cover the cabinet base.  Upper 
cabinets are set approximately two 
feet above the Formica countertops.  
Small, open corner shelves flank the 
southwest window.  

A recessed light above the sink and 
under-cabinet lights are also present 
along the wall.  Electric heaters were 
attached immediately above the 
quarter round below the northwest 
and southeast windows in the 1970s.  
Various modern telephone jacks, 
power outlets, light switches, and 
a thermostat are set in the walls 
throughout the room.  

Looking South

Looking North

Looking East

Looking West

Tongue-and-Groove Boards
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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Replacement wood plank flooring 
is framed by 1” quarter-round 
molding.

A metal vent marks the former 
location of an appliance in the 
room’s north corner.

Random-width, yellow pine floorboards cover the kitchen walls and ceiling.  Small beads of sprayed 
insulation have been applied in some places along the southeast kitchen wall.  An unusually high 
chair rail is located approximately 3’10” from floor level on all four walls of the kitchen. 

Southeast Wall

Metal Vent

Northwest Wall Northeast WallSoutheast Wall



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

SE
V

EN
: I

nt
er

io
r 

of
 t

he
 H

ou
se

111

FIRST FLOOR

Description
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Exposed joists compose the ceiling, which has a full height of 7’-10” and 7’2” to joist base.  Joists 
are spaced 1’-9½” apart from one another.  Above the stove, a joist-framed patch in the ceiling is 
covered in plywood.  A non-historic, centrally set ceiling fan is located in the ceiling. 

A large Real Apollo stove from W.S. Jenks & Son of Washington, D.C. is centrally set along the 
northeast wall.  The stove sits atop a pad of quarry tiles and plywood.  Some damage is evident in 
the tiles.

Looking East Ceiling Patch

Looking Northeast Looking Northwest

Attached Dealer Plate Stove Name Panel
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FIRST FLOOR

Description
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The northwest, four-paneled wood door includes 
a rim lock.  The knob of the rim lock is now 
missing, and two non-historic metal deadbolt 
locks were installed above and below the rim 
lock.  The door hangs on non-historic metal 
hinges.

The southeast door features six fixed lights 
above three wood panels and is not original to 
the house or its additions.  This door includes 
non-historic metal hinges, a deadbolt lock, and 
a knob lockset.  Simple wood jambs, sills, and 
thresholds surround the dining room windows 
and doors.

Hinge

Northwest DoorHinge

Southeast DoorDoor Locks

Door Locks
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The second story is divided into 
smaller, private spaces, such as 
bedrooms, a bathroom, and a 
laundry room.  These spaces are 
divided and discussed by periods 
of construction.

Second-Story Floor Plan
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SECOND FLOOR

Description

Constructed at the same time as the parlor, the building methods used in the small room, larger 
room, and small hall that comprise the second story of the circa 1800 addition match that of the 
lower story.
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Though the chimney is located 
in the small room, no stove is 
currently present in this roughly 
9’-9” x 9’-3” space.  The thimble is 
covered by a decorative painted 
tin plate.  The small hall space 
joining the smaller and larger 
rooms creates a roughly 3’-3” x 3’-
11” space at the small room’s west 
corner, giving the room an irregular 
L shape.  

Drywall currently covers the walls 
and ceilings of the two rooms, as 
well as the chimney in the smaller 
room. 

Looking South

Looking NorthLooking West



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

SE
V

EN
: I

nt
er

io
r 

of
 t

he
 H

ou
se

115

SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The four-paneled, wood door in the smaller room includes a metal rim lock with a redware knob 
and metal hinges.  Much of the trim in these rooms matches that on the first floor of this section.  
However, the door in the smaller room features more decorative, beaded interior trim.  Layers of 
paint applied to this door frame leave the bead nearly invisible in some places.

Beaded Door Trim Beaded Door Trim Where Barely Visible

Hinge

View from Hall

Rim lock

View from Room
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The larger room measures roughly 
13’-2½” x 9’ and includes an added 
wood shelf in its southeast wall.

The ceiling height measures 6’-7” in the two rooms.  Various modern cable, telephone, and power 
outlets, a light switch, and thermostats are set within the drywall in both rooms.

Similar to that in the smaller room, 
the four-paneled, wood door in 
the larger room includes a metal 
rim lock with a rusted brass knob 
and metal hinges.  The doors both 
include simple wood thresholds. 

Looking East

Looking South

Looking Southeast
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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Plaster applied to the walls and ceiling of the approximately 3’-6½” x 6’-4” hall that connects the 
two rooms remains intact.  The ceiling height measures approximately 6’-6” in the hallway.  

The northwest wall of the hallway features a built-in shelving unit, while a single metal vent sits in 
the floor and the ceiling holds a modern light fixture.  A small step leads from this smaller hallway 
up to the larger hall of original second story.

The windows in the two rooms are set curiously lower in the northeast end than in the northwest 
and southeast walls.  Attached to the baseboard below each window is an electric heater added 
during the 1970s restoration.

Hall Step

Modern Light Fixture Metal Floor Vent

Looking Northwest

Looking East, Larger RoomLooking North, Smaller Room
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The walls and wood plank flooring 
of the three spaces, as well as the 
chimney, are framed by 1” x 6” 
chamfered baseboards with a 1” 
quarter-round molding. 
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A handle-less, tongue-and-groove 
beaded board attic access door 
lined in a simple wood trim is 
located in the ceiling of the smaller 
room.

Attic Access Door Looking Northeast

Looking North, Large Room Looking Northwest, Hall

Detail, Small Room

Looking West, Small Room
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The circa 1880 addition has its own open, 
unfinished attic space that is disconnected 
from the attic space of the rear building 
sections.  Rolled fiberglass insulation covers 
ceiling joists.  Rafters, some tied with rafter 
sisters, and gable-end framing members are 
2” x 4” boards.

The circa 1880 addition has its own open, 
unfinished attic space that is disconnected 
from the attic space of the rear building 
sections.  Rolled fiberglass insulation covers 
ceiling joists.  Rafters, some tied with rafter 
sisters, and gable-end framing members are 
2” x 4” boards.

Rafters are tied to joists via salvaged painted 
and unpainted tongue-and-groove boards.  
Some boards have minor damage, but 
evidence of insect damage was not apparent 
during the site visit.  Tongue-and-groove 
boards top the rafters, and untrimmed ends 
of such boards are visible at the juncture of 
the two gables.

Original Northeast Gable End

Tongue-and-Groove Boards at Gable JunctureDamaged Board

Salvaged Tongue-and-Groove Boards

Looking Southeast
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SECOND FLOOR

Description

Much of the second story of the original building section features an open hall linking the two later 
additions.  The southeast side of the original building now includes a bathroom and laundry room.  
The remainder is composed of an irregularly shaped hallway.
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The irregular outline of the wood plank-covered hallway, which ranges between 6’-¼” to 8’ between 
northwest and southeast walls and measures about 15’-5” between northeast and southwest walls.

Along the southeast and northwest walls, the ceiling-wall juncture is angled following the gable 
pitch to allow for slightly higher ceilings.  From floor-to-ceiling, the central space varies slightly, 
measuring between 6’-9” to 6’-10” in height.  The walls and ceiling are covered in drywall.  Modern 
light switches and fixtures are set within the drywall. 

Looking Southwest Looking Northeast
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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On this level, the chimney is also 
covered in drywall and, due to the 
enclosure of the laundry room, 
is now incorporated into that 
enclosure’s southeast wall.

The northwest hall window is set in 
a simple wood trim.

Looking Northwest

Looking South



122

SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The 1” x 6” baseboard is chamfered and includes a 1” quarter-round molding at its base.  The 
later wall enclosing the laundry room includes a matching baseboard that also spans the drywalled 
chimney base.  Attached to the baseboard below the window is an electric heater added during 
the 1970s restoration. 
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Though the roughly 7’-6” x 4’-10¾” bathroom was in use as such by the 1970s restoration, it is 
unclear when this room was first transformed as such.

Looking EastLooking North

At Laundry Room, Looking SouthAt Stair, Looking Northwest

Looking South
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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Patterned vinyl Armstrong tiles compose the bathroom flooring, which is framed by a 7” squared 
baseboard.

A four-panel wood door encloses the bathroom.  The door includes a metal rim lock with a brass 
knob, metal hinges, and a replaced threshold. 

BaseboardArmstrong Tile Floor

From Hall From Bathroom Hinge

Rim lock
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SECOND FLOOR

Description

FI
R

ST
 P

H
A

SE
 O

F 
C

O
N

ST
R

U
C

TI
O

N
 -

 B
A

TH
R

O
O

M

The bathroom window sits in a simple wood 
trim.  Attached to the baseboard below the 
window is an electric heater added during 
the 1970s restoration. 

Modern power outlets and light switches are 
set within the drywall.  During the restoration, a 
new bathtub, toilet, vanity, light fixtures, and sink 
were installed.  Additionally a combination fan/
light was installed above the bathtub and towel 
rods were attached to the door.  An added shelf 
sits above the toilet in the room’s northeast wall. 
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The Laundry Room was added sometime after the 1970s restoration and covers a space of 
approximately 7’-7¾” x 7’-¾”.    According to a previous resident, this small room was first enclosed 
as a walk-in closet during the 1980s.  A tall cabinet and clothing rods were installed at that time.  
Added shelves now sit above a circa 2000 washer and dryer along the northeast wall.  Behind the 
washer and dryer the walls have been covered in exposed, nailed hardboard.  Modern power 
outlets, a washer/dryer hookup, and a thermostat are set within the drywall.   

Looking Southeast Combination Fan/Light

Looking Southeast Looking East Looking West Looking North
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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A remnant of the 1” x 6” chamfered 
baseboard and 1” quarter-round molding 
sits along the southeast wall.  This 
baseboard matches that found in the main 
hall.  Other baseboards have been removed. 

The southeast window sits in a simple wood 
trim.  Attached to the baseboard below the 
window is an electric heater added during the 
1970s restoration.  

A two-panel, wood louvered door 
with a metal handle and a missing 
hinge hangs gingerly from the 
door frame. 

Looking Southeast

Handle From Laundry Room

Baseboard Remnant
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SECOND FLOOR

Description

The second story of the circa 1873 addition consists of a master bedroom.  In the ceiling is another 
access door to both the circa 1873 and original attic spaces.
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Above the kitchen, the second 
floor of the circa 1873 addition 
consists of a single, roughly 13’-
3¾” x 13’-6¾” bedroom.  Walls 
and ceilings are finished in drywall.  
The height of the bedroom is 7’-
6” from floor to ceiling.  Various 
modern cable, telephone, and 
power outlets, a light switch, and 
a thermostat are set within the 
drywall throughout the room. 

Looking South

Looking East

Looking West

Looking North
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The wood plank flooring is almost completely 
covered by a rolled vinyl floor covering.  
Along the floor perimeter, the vinyl covering 
is tucked below the baseboard. 

The 1” x 6” baseboard includes a 
chamfered edge and a 1” quarter-
round base trim.

Along Southwest WallVinyl (Left) and Wood Plank (Right)

West Corner
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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The vertical wood board door framed by a simple wood casing in the northeast wall includes a 
rim lock with a bronze knob Metal hinges carry the door, whose base is marked by a simple wood 
threshold.

Simple wood trim and sills also 
surround windows. Attached to 
the baseboard of the northwest, 
southwest, and southeast walls, 
below three of the four windows, is 
an electric heater.

From Room From Hall

Rim lock

Hinge

Southeast Wall, North Window
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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A handle-less, tongue-and-groove beaded 
board attic access door lined in a simple 
wood trim is located in the ceiling near the 
door of the circa 1873 bedroom.

The trim surrounding the attic door interior 
includes graffiti by some of the latest tenants 
of the property, including David Koritko 
and his son, Nicholas, and Joan Mitchell of 
Woodlawn Stables.

Only the original chimney divides 
the attic spaces of the circa 1873 
addition and the original building.  
The space is otherwise relatively 
open.  Unlike the northeast 
end, the cladding covering the 
original gable is not present at the 
southwest end.  Rafters, braces, 
and gable-end framing members 
in both rear-ell attic sections are 
sawn lumber.  A mix of tongue-
and-groove and plywood boards 
tops the rafters.

Graffiti on Door TrimAttic Door

Circa 1873 Attic Space

Chimney and Framing Dividing the Two Attic Spaces
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SECOND FLOOR

Description
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A metal ventilation pipe runs the 
length of the attic spaces from 
northeast to the southwest gable 
end.  From exterior view, small 
ventilation holes are visible in the 
southwest gable end at the attic 
level near the southeast elevation.

Rolled fiberglass insulation covers 
ceiling joists.  Joists are tied to 
rafters via painted and unpainted, 
salvaged tongue-and-groove 
boards.

Circa 1873 Addition, Looking Southwest

Ventilation Holes, Southwest Gable

Original Building, Looking Northeast
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Eight: Assessment of Existing Conditions

The Otis Tufton Mason House appears to be in good shape overall; however, due to its current vacant state, 

insect nests and damage, as well as small animal droppings are evident in the interior.  Such damage and nests 

are mentioned in the description, and will become more prominent without attention.  

EXTERIOR

Description

E
X

TE
R

IO
R

The main entrance door was not 
operable during the site visits of 
the current study.  

The kitchen door on the northwest 
elevation was also inoperable 
during site visits.

Kitchen Door

Main Entrance 
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PORCH

Description

P
O

R
C

H

The porch floor is currently 
devoid of much of its paint and is 
deteriorating.  

Boards are missing or shifting in 
some places.

Paint is peeling from chamfered 
porch posts.

Missing Floorboards and Chipping Paint 

Pealling Paint

Shifting Floorboards
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CELLAR

Description

C
E

LL
A

R

Some insect damage was visible in 
the sill marking the southwest wall 
of the original building.

Rolled fiberglass insulation is 
damaged and falling.

PARLOR
Description

PA
R

LO
R

The window to the right of the door in the 
northeast wall has a broken muntin, while the 
window to the right of the stove in the northwest 
wall has a broken pane. 

Damaged Insulation

Southwest Sill

Broken Pane, Northwest Wall WindowBroken Muntin, Northeast Wall Window
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DINING ROOM

Description

D
IN

IN
G

 R
O

O
M

Damage in the dining room 
includes minor gaps and cracks in 
floorboards.  

Damage in the floorboards is 
evident along the northwest wall 
near the stairwell.

A gap in the floorboards at the 
chimney led to the application of 
sprayed insulation at that juncture. 

Minor cracks in floorboards 
surround the metal floor vent.

Floorboard Gap

At Stairwell Opening

Gap at Chimney with Sprayed Insulation

Cracks Near Vent
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DINING ROOM

Description

D
IN

IN
G

 R
O

O
M

Drywall damage is visible behind 
the northern-most heater on the 
southeast wall. 

This room has recently been painted in a patchwork of yellow and violet, with the name “OTIS” 
vertically painted into the northwest wall.  Above the southeast wall fenestration is the following 
quote from the Declaration of Independence: 

“But when a long train of abuses and usurpations pursuing invariably the same object evinces a 
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future Security.  July 4, 1776” 

Looking North

Looking East

Looking South

Looking North
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DINING ROOM

Description

D
IN

IN
G

 R
O

O
M

Names carved into the sills of the 
northwest wall window and the 
window to the left of the door in 
the southeast wall, and into a pane 
in the same southeast wall window 
suggest that such graffiti was 
added as late as 2006.  At least one 
sill bears the name of the building’s 
last tenant.

Southeast Windowsill

Southeast Window Pane

Northeast Windowsill

Southeast Windowsill
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KITCHEN

Description

A damaged quarry tile-and-
plywood pad carries the Real 
Apollo stove in the kitchen.

SECOND FLOOR, CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description

CI
RC

A
 1

88
0 

A
D

D
IT

IO
N

The drywall surrounding the chimney in 
the smaller room is cracked. 

The large room drywall includes both patched and 
unpatched holes.

Damaged Tile

Damaged Drywall

Holes in Drywall
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SECOND FLOOR, CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description

CI
RC

A
 1

88
0 

A
D

D
IT

IO
N

In the smaller room, the window in the 
northwest wall has a crack in the left pane of 
its upper sash.  

Though covered by a storm window, the lower 
sash of the northeast window of the larger room 
is missing.  A matching vertical two-light sash is 
currently housed in the cellar. 

The windowsill on the southeast 
wall of the larger room is currently 
detached. 

Above the southeast wall window 
is a small insect nest.

Broken Pane

Detached Sill

Insect Nest

Damaged Wood Strips
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SECOND FLOOR, CIRCA 1880 ADDITION

Description

CI
RC

A
 1

88
0 

A
D

D
IT

IO
N

Several wood strips previously 
applied to window frames in this 
building section are damaged.

SECOND FLOOR, FIRST PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION

Description

H
A

LL Drywall is cracking on the wall and 
ceiling near the north corner of the 
laundry room doorway.

B
A

TH
R

O
O

M Insect damage is evident in the 
muntins of the southeast window.  
Muntins have been painted since 
this damage occurred. 

Lower Sash Missing

Detail, Insect Damage

Cracked Drywall at Laundry Room Door
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SECOND FLOOR, FIRST PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION

Description

B
A

TH
R

O
O

M

A large drywall hole is visible from 
just above the vanity.

LA
U

N
D

RY
 R

O
O

M

The louvered door is missing its 
upper hinge.

Insect damage is evident in the 
muntins of the southeast window.

Some baseboards have been 
removed from this room.  Small 
drywall holes are also evident in 
this area.

Drywall Hole

Detached Hinge

Muntin Damage

Missing Baseboard



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

EI
G

H
T:

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t 

of
 E

xi
st

in
g 

C
on

di
tio

ns

141

SECOND FLOOR, CIRCA 1873 ADDITION

Description

C
IR

C
A

 1
87

3 
A

D
D

IT
IO

N

Holes and peeling are evident in the drywall of this room.

All but one of the windows in this room shows muntin damage.  Windows in the southwest and 
northwest walls displays such, which appears to be caused by insects. 

Hole in Southeast Wall

Detail, Southeast Wall, North Window

Southwest Wall Window Southeast Wall, South Window

Peeling Near Attic Door



142



Otis Mason House: Context and Assessment

N
IN

E:
 C

on
cl

us
io

ns

143

Nine: Conclusions

The L-shaped, two-story Otis Tufton Mason House was constructed in three phases beginning around 1854.  

The original two-story, three-bay building was constructed with a fieldstone cellar that remains intact and in 

use today.  A cross-gabled roof covers the original building section and the attached circa 1873 and circa 1880 

additions to the northeast and southeast.  Though a hip-roof porch was added to the building in the 1930s, the 

last building addition was constructed during the tenure of the Mason family, which ended with the sale of the 

property in 1902. 

The ownership of the Otis Tufton Mason House from 1902 to the present has resulted in its long-term use as 

a secondary dwelling connected to the Woodlawn property for over a century.  Residents of the house since 

Paul Kester purchased the property from Otis Mason have been tenants or employees of Woodlawn owners 

or, beginning in the late twentieth century, sublessees or employees of Woodlawn Stables, Inc.  This use, which 

likely both prevented further additions and substantial alterations, and the 1970s restoration have resulted in 

the building retaining its nineteenth-century form and much of its nineteenth-century character.   

The building’s placement in an undulating, partially wooded landscape approximately 475 feet south of U.S. 

Route 1 has also helped to preserve the building’s character.  The immediate setting and landscape surrounding 

the Otis Tufton Mason House maintains a rural feel despite encroaching high-density, suburban development 

of Fairfax County.  The meadow-like quality of its immediate yard and the mature trees framing parts of the 

building and its surroundings are not altogether unlike the setting visible in the circa 1900 photograph of the 

Mason family seated outside of their weekend home.  This placement and the surrounding mature vegetation 

also shield the house from views of modern development during most months.

As tenants have occupied the building in recent years, its current condition appears stable.  However, the present 

unoccupied state of the Otis Tufton Mason House has led to some mild, but visible deterioration.  Muntin 

damage due to invading insects, as well as insect nests and small animal droppings are present throughout the 

house.  While currently such damage appears to be minimal, problems will increase without attention. 

It is the hope of New South Associates that the historical context and architectural and landscape description 

presented in this report will aid in the successful relocation of the Otis Tufton Mason House.  While the house 

is not individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, it is a contributing resource to 

the Woodlawn Cultural Landscape Historic District.  The Otis Tufton Mason House combines with the other 

resources of the historic district to convey a multi-faceted, enduring history whose sustained presence is of 

mounting importance within the ever-growing suburban streetscapes of Fairfax County.
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Restoration Documentation 1974-1976
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Owens Repairs 1992-1993
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